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France condemns Tel Aviv killings 


PARES (K) — Fnact tipiwtd w Ha a ceoeeni Meodaj at the weekend 
— idu of dgfat Mnfahn wo« ha a ncr Td At>t and ottered wndakactl 
to feefrievtag famBfcs and the P akrfpia a nation, toe Foreign MMatry 
laid. “The a g » o v a tion of the e ltuathw bo toe oempird terr ito ries and toe 
new loeaca of BCe which (bHowed this massacre provoke serious concern in 
France as wefl as toe htonlbaal conunw n h y ” the mfabtry statement 
mid. The stat e n aent referred to Sunday's shootog of eigfat Arabs by an 
Israeli d es c r ib ed as “ derang e d ** and mheeqoent pro mts in toe West Bank 
and Gan Strip hi which brack forces kffied right other Arabs and beared 
<58 people. “Ranee again crib for the opening of international negotia- 
tions aad fa examining. Ib c onsu l t ati on with A* European Co mmuni ty, 
which fcmnriHatr aid me as n r ei are appropri a te," It said. Foreign Ministry 
soman added that Paris had asked for a meeting of European Community 
(EC) e xperts as soon as poss ibl e to assess the situation hi the brack- 
occMfcc uiinuftBa 
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tEL AVIV <R>^- XstMg Rime 
Mtritte Yh^ . Shtair. won 
pnriiam en ta ry approval Monday 
^ mote tow SncMlSdnw build 

zonde nod Jewfab soatoaeaB in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 
Avnikas r Shtoati dukatn of 
'pariicptnt’s finsHooc committee, 
said Sbmrof’s rtqucotfor the 
money from a contingency fasti 
wrastppnroed 15 to t utveu by the 
i^-*TPg<khninatcdpgi»l.Slt>- 
ourrequested the foods as acting 
finance minister in’ m jmerin 
government. Sbpbas, a Labour 
member, tttid Reuteo: “Tbede- 
drion is not good orconecr, and 
die taring i* wry bad. There if 
enough tension around lend cod 
to don't need to give it more 
itael . " . . - 

Greece upgrade* _ 
ties with l«rael> : 

ATHENS ( AFV— Ch eece haa 
granted faU dipkanaoc recogaf- 
tkm to Israel Car die first time 
once the Jewish s tate was fbtmd- 
trfm lW, '-ftei i Bg ^i B«ri Dg 
Mtf fft tak is said Monday. He cold 
,i cabinet meeting that the gov 
emmem hss nho^upgraded di- 
plomatic ties with the Palestine 
liberation ~ Organisation (PLO) 
to resemble those presently ex- 
isting between France aui tle 
PLO-Greeee fa the fast member 
of the 12-natfam Euopen Gua- 
na®*? (BC) to graur farad fell 
recognition. But MStsotakis told 
h» cabinet dm .^tiejtne" tecog: 
mtkra “does -jut recognise the 
an ne xat io n nor the occupation by 
Israel of An&tetritarite seized fn 
1967." Greece haa often express- 
ed its oppaskkm to JsxaePk con- 
tinued occupation of the West 
. Bank aad to:jkticy 
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TRIPOH (R)^ l^^ fnder 
Cokmel Mn»minarQa^u&gave 
jpdctoaa V Frfeuj Wncstet Be- 
njuil: Bhotto n red 7 carpet wel- 
come Monday as she arrived hi 
Tripoli on dke aevendi leg of a 
Middle East toer. Bhutto, who 
has already visited Iran, Turkey, 
Syria, Jbtaaa; North Yemen and 
Egypt, was greeted by^r i9-gtia 
sahite at Tripj^rakpoit nod 
went into a meeting noth 
i. “Tim main subject that 
carite -under-- diccosrioxu was 
Ktdupir,7 said a Pakistani 
spokesman. Bbnoo it' seeking 
support tor Pakistan's position 
over Kashmir. 

Iraq received r. 

-UWEKW^j — Tmq’s London 
embassy sakl on Monday rt re 
af«d m afkmyaKats envelope 
coatauxing ^am^sar tiig^x^T in 
. -last TOek*s maH ami k described 
the hicideiit as another attempt to 
Uacken fraq’s reputation- The 
embassy s aid in a statement die 
efectrqt nc . devices riton handed to 
tiw Ftridgn Office “informing 
them iri the tsefa rdateti-to tots 

macter and to dntw jbetr atten- 

. tk» to the infaxtiros behind sodi 
attcsppt^paxiicutoiy to. Nonage 
baq 1 * topototiDB aad barm Ira^- 
British lelatkiir . A - For eig n 
Office spokesman said Iraqi 
Gharge(Taf£airts Zahair Ibrabim 
d^yexed the envelope containing 
28 devices - to Deputy Under- 
secretary Roger Tonkya Monday 
«ftcrrtp«L 

• 

Arafat,Mandeia 

meetfnCiilro 

CAIRO (R) — Neliott Mandda 
todjVtttor Arafat, bodi dam?. 
pibba trf revolutionary change 

pod gow cWerly wraW Qg^nts, 
greeted each ocher waxmly Sun- 

jtmaf • A H<|S«a am SIum 

oay swapped notes- on uior 
jo Africa and the Mid- 
dto ^ast Arafat, pistol strapped 
to lu side and wearisg uoBtaxy 
■ >fa»fewf patostiznsa . 

scene. or kefifyeb,. shook teHk . 
vigorously wtih dm grej^soited 
Maadria.; They beamed at one 
another, 'ft ini tbrir first meet- 
mg,’ 1 ‘We're brothers to jarffer- 
tog.” fiidd AntoL M We have a tot 
to uHt eboixc. WeTt to the same; 
troBcfa " be added. “Vm, bai ifa 
okay to sttficr when k'stod good 
came" n^tod Mandat, the ... 
Mack nationalist feted to F&sn- 
toy - afteTi? yeas in prison and 
now n ego tia ti ng frith R aor k for 
ait cod to ' ^iir toei d jjmif to<? ' 
tonnatkm vl . a ntm^auaE sttte." . 


Palestinian fury unleashed amid 
world condemnation of Israel 


Army kills 3 more and wounds 
100 in occupied W. Bank, Gaza 


B&r k Jordan Times Staff 
WriterittfpacydtotodKt 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Israeli soldiers shot dead three 
Patogmtmw and wounded over 
IflO others 1 T^oaday a wtoe- 
spread viokari (arKests oootinued 
in toe occ up ied West Bank and 
Qaza Stito and spread to several 
facaefi towns against a massacre of 
rigjrt by an Israeli 

gumtan and another eight by the 
Israeli army Sunday. 

- Many world aHgrfTto condo- 
mned toe massacre and tbe sobse- 
qoens Israeli rittience against tbe 
ftfe6tinMns;nnd toe United Na- 
tions Security Council called an 
emergency session to rfimKi the 
situation in the occ upie d territor- 
ies to response to a request by toe 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). ' 

■ At least one nrilQoa Palesti- 
nians mere 'confined to their 
towns by mass c urfews - imposed* 
by tbe occupation authorities, but 
it appeared that the swe eping 
measures did fitdc to curb wide- 


Jordan urges big powers 
to protect Palestinians 


AMMAN — Jordan Monday 
caScd on tbe live permanent 
members o t toe U.N. Security 
Council to proride protecti o n 

for the Palestinian* Brim lithe 

o ccup ie d Went Bank and Gaza 
Strip against IsracFs oppres- 
sive m easures and atrocities 
aad emphaafaed tori the five 
big powers should tetifer 
their rtsp u o afliffi ty towar ds w- 
raring world peace and seenr- 
ky hi accordance with toe Un- 
tied Nations Charter. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem eaBed In toe ambassa- 
dors of the United States, 
FTauce, Britain, the Soviet Ua- 


kn and to voice tbe 

Kingdom's strung desnsdt- 
tion of a mamaiTr of right 
Palestinian workers by an 
Imd gunman aad another 
eight Pakrifakm* by tbe Israefi 
army hi the massive protests 
tori fotiowed. Over 700 Palesti- 
nians were tori and wounded. 

“Jordan strongly condem ns 
farad's heinous and terrorist 
actions committed against toe 
df/fMfrfss Palestinians aad de- 
mands that the U-N. Security 
Council bear responsibility for 
ensuring world security and 
peace,*’ Qasem was quoted ns 
saying by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 


spread protests and with diets with stones, iron bars, bot- 

Israeli soldiers. ties and firebombs as fury over 

Palestinians battled Israeli sol- (Continued on page 5) 


Abed Rabbo outlines PLO 
vision of concrete Arab moves 


: By Lamia K. Andool 

* Jordan Times Staff Reporter ' 

AMMAN — A senior Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
Official Monday raged toe ex- 
traordioaiy Arab summit which 
is scfaednled to be convened in 
Baghdad next week to endorse 
practical^ political, military and 
eco no mic - measures to 
Israeli “agpesrion" and to put 
pressure on the U.S. to stop Hs 
.**nnlimited support of farad." 

In a prey confe re nce held at’ 
toe Palestinian embassy here, 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 


also called for the revival of the 
Joint Arab Defence Pact and 
toe closure of the Israeli embas- 
sy in Cairo “as tbe only 
appropriate and acceptable re- 
sponse to toe Israeli crimes 
against the Palestinian people.” 
In the strongest official 
Palestinian reaction yet for 
Sunday cold-blooded murder of 
eight Palestinian workers tty an 
Israeli gunman and eight other 
Palestinians by tbe Israeli army, 
Abed Rabbo demanded tbe im- 
mediate dispatch of multi- 
national United Nations troops 
to toe Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip” to pro- 


tea Palestinian dvilians." 

Speaking with a very deter- 
mined bat restrained tone 
Abed Rabbo challenged tbe 
Arab summit to face up to what 
he described as the Arab Na- 
tion’s “final test., to counter the 
comprehensive war that Israel 
has started." 

“Israel is practically waging a 
comprehensive war against the 
Palestinians and the Arab Na- 
tion,” he said. “Therefore, tbe 
message to tbe Arab summit is 
dear... it has either to confront 
the challenge by endorsing 
practical steps to defend tbe 
(Continued on page 5) 


Professional associations plan 
hunger-strike for Arab action 


&r Lands IC. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's profess i onal 
aaodatioac Monday argad Jorda- 


nians and Priettfariam.to jom m a 
banger strike on die opening day of 
the -Arab m a u rit . ctpocaed io con- 
vene in Baghdad on May 28, to step 
op popular proswes on Arab leaders 
ta overcome • their di ffer e n ces and 
r evi ve the Eastern confrontation 
fipot against farad; ' 

Dr.Mam- 
dooh Abbwfi, ptrtUtm at the Mocfic- 
oT AwodrikM^totoo' food and wann 
ap p l au se of th o usan d s who gathered 
in feool of the Professional Asrocia- 
tion Complex to taka part a a proms 
saBy against the kff&qg of 16 Palesti- 


nians in toe occupied lands Sunday. 

Amidst slogans supporting the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Jordaoiao-Paiestinian 
national unity, speaker after speaker 
urged Arab leaders to endorse effec- 
tive steps to support the month-old 

iotiEada, counter American policies in 
toe Middle East and oppose Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Israel and toe 
occupied territories. 

Some qtetkexs called on Arab gov- 
ernments to unleash democratic free- 
doms “to allow wider popular parti- 
cipation aad interaction with toe in- 
tifada." 

Abbadi. who is abo the secretary 
general of the Jordanian Popular 
C om mi tt ee Cor Supporting the Intifa- 
da. dedared a throe-day mourning 
period, starting today, for the Palesti- 


nian martyrs who fell Sunday. 

He also called, on behalf of the 
intifada committee and the profes- 
sional associations, on Jordanians to 
observe the following activities in 
support of tbe Palestinian uprising 
and to pressure the Arab leaden to 
co me out with effective measures: 
— The organising of a series of 
popular rallies across the country “to 
express Arab anger;" 

— Tbe holding of a huge popular 
rally in the Hussein Sports City Sta- 
dium (the date Will be -nnnmwH 
later); 

— A hunger strike starting from 
the beginning of fee Arab summit in 
Baghdad nest Monday, and 
— An hour strike on Wednesday 
between 12-1 p.m. 

(Cautioned on page 5) 


Protesters take to streets, 
clash with security forces 


. -B£ San AtiyA 

. . Special to tbe Jottbm Times 

AMMAN — Th o usan ds of angry 
people took to fee ffieco M wway 
OfahS after a ndty at toe Ptofemiofl- 
tf Associations Complex <?AQ 
and att e m pte d to reach toe United 
States embawy in protest against 
'American rapport for Israel, but 

toe crowd failed to reach their 
destination after sewrity men used 
fane to tfepene them. . 

Other groups of demonstrators 
crane from dff e rea t aross itt Am- 
man, abo attempting to reach toe 
American embassy. One poop 
stopped st toe Marriott Hotel fe 
. Shnrasni raid broke b outride 
window* aad- left before toe riot 


police arrived. Some of fee mem- 
bers of feegroup proceeded to fee 
Shmri sa n i junction aad dashes 
occurred oev fee MaiinrKotd and 
the Ata All corner, a senior police 
aounse' told fee Jordan Times, but 
he said; no arrests were made. 
Fotice used baton u> disperse fee 
crowd, eyewioesKfl said. 

Acoanfing to some recounts of 
fee Marriott modem, the group 
too.-. was involved came, to die area 
after the PAG rally, but other 
reports said fee group was from fee 
At Hunda refugee camp. No inde- 
pendent confirmation was im- 
mediately available. 

The police source said people 
tow ferafag tyres as tbe Al Hua- 
_se|a camp toe fore fee right. 


According fee same source, four 
people were wounded near fee 
Beqaa camp in an incident involv- 
ing policemen and some uakfenti- 
fied dementi who opened fire oo 
security forces who trying to re* 
move a blockade on fee main road 
between Amman and Jerssh. “Tbe 
p ofin e mcn returned fire, and four 
people were wounded/ 1 too source 
wkl fee Jordan Times on oorafitioa 
of. anonymity. 

Demonstrations were also re- 
ported in fee Gaza w, 

Jcrash and the MhmIW camp m 
Russsifs. No vktieat incidents were 
reported. 

The denoiritntors who woe at 

( C o ntinue d <* PV 5) 



King visits 
wounded. 


Police i n ve s ti ga to rs at the scene of Monday morn fag's attack on a tourist bus (Photo by Yousef A] 
•ABau) 


France sees 
attack as 
‘isolated 

incident’ 

By P.V. Vlvdomnnd 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 
AMMAN — The French gov- 
ernment does not consider 
Monday’s attack against a 
group of French tourists as 
aimed at French policies or 
actions, according to a source, 
dose to the French embassy. 

The source said the French 
government saw tbe attack “as 
an isolated i nc ide nt which has 
nothing to do with the French 
policy in tbe Middle East or 
elsewhere." 

“This morning's attacker did 
not even seem to know that tbe 
tourist group was Bench," the 
source said. “In all probability, 
he was dazed from what hap- 
pened in the occupied territor- 
ies Sunday" when an Israeli 
gunman killed eight Palesti- 
nian workers and the Israeli 
army shot and killed eight 
others and wounded over 700, 
tbe source added. 

A statement issued by toe 
French embassy here said it 
was cooperating with the 
Jordanian authorities and tbe 
operators of the tour. 

According to the source, toe 
embassy is “very pleased with 
the cooperation ex te nded by 
the Jordanian government. 1 '’ 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand telephoned Al 
Bashir Hospital to inquire ab- 
out the wounded in the attack 
who were rushed there im- 
mediately after tbe at tack, the 
source said. The president 
spoke with the French consul 
in Amman and was reassured 
that none of toe injured faced 
any danger to life, according to 
the source. 

The French embassy state- 
ment recounted toe a tt ac k as 
under: 

“A group of French tourists 
who were visiting the Roman 
Amphitheatre in downtown 
Amman were attacked by a 
man who fired a pistol in their 
direction. Nine people were 
wounded, including seven 
lightly. The two with the most 
serious wounds are not in dan- 
ger." 

“The embassy is cooperating 
directly with the Jordanian au- 
. thorities and the tour oper- 
ators," it added. 

' In a statement issued in 
Fans, toe French government 
c ond e mned Sunday’s lolling of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and called for in- 
creased aid for toe Palestinians 
living in toe oecupied lands. 

The statement also called for 
increased efforts to get toe 
Middle East peace process off 
the ground. 


All injured in 

Amman attack 
out of danger 


By Nermeen Murad 
aad P.V. Vjvffcanaud 

Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — Nine people were 
wounded in an attack by a lone 
assailant in downtown Amman 
early Monday in an incident 
which was brought under im- 
mediate control by tbe authorities 
and all the injured were declared 
out of danger. 

Eight French tourists and one 
Jordanian were injured in the 
attack, carried out by an 
assailant. Identified by police as 
28-year-old Ahmad Badwan from 
toe occupied Gaza Strip, one day 
after an Israeli g unma n shot and 
killed at least eight Palestinian 
workers in a Tel Aviv suburb and 
Israeli forces shot dead another 
eight and wounded over 700 
others in the ensuing protests in 
toe occupied territories. 

Monday’s incident took place 
(Continued oo page 5) 


Jordan 

regrets 

assault 

AMMAN — Jordan deeply re- 
grets Monday’s attack on a 
group of Frank tourists and 
mraMini it harmful to ft? 
Jordanian people. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem 
said. 

“This I ndd e a t conflicts with 
Jordan’s traditions of provid- 
ing hospitality to aS visitors 
and guests,” Qasem was 
quoted as saying by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

In another statement, also 
carried by Petra, an Interim- 
Ministry spokesman expressed 
(Continued on page 5) 


sorrow 

By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein expressed sorrow over 
Monday's attack by a Jon©' 
assailant in which nine people,: 
including eight French nationals, 1 
were wounded, and described the 
incident as a possible reaction to 
crimes “by Israel against the in- 
nocent." 

The King paid a visit to toe Al' 
Hussein Medical Centre where' 
four French tourists and a lord a- ‘ 
nina tour photographer are 
undergoing treatment for injuries 
sustained hi the attack. 

While pointing out that the 
incident was a reflection of popu- 
lar anger over Israeli violence 
against the Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, toe King emphasised that 
“such feelings of anger do not 
justify the occurrence of such an 
incident in Amman at all." 

It was under toe King’s person- 
al orders that the injured were 
transferred to the medical centre 
from Al Bashir Hospital, where 
they were rushed immediately 
after the attack, a source at the 
Royal Palace said. 

“The King explained to the 
injured tourists that this incident 
does not reflect Arab and Jorda- 
nian ethics and hospitality," the 
source told the Jordan Tunes. 

, Tbe King also expressed sur- 
prise over the occurrence of such 
an incident in Jordan. “This inci- 
dent may be connected to toe 
feelings of anger and frustration 
towards Israel and the crimes 
committed by it, especially what 
took place yesterday," the King 
told toe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

He added that toe world was 
becoming accustomed to “hear- 
ing and seeing Israeli behaviour 
in the occupied Arab territories 
and the measures taken- by Israel 
against the innocent." 

A hospital source told the Jor- 
dan Times that toe King was very 
concerned over the condition of 
Jordanian photographer Marwan 
Baba, who had both elbows 
(Continued on page 5) 


‘Syria will support Iraq against Israel’ 

Summit needs more work, 
Assad tells Iraqi envoy 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafez Al Assad Mon- 
day responded to an Iraqi invita- 
tion to attend an Arab summit by 
reiterating this should be pre- 
ceded by “thorough prepara- 
tions" at foreign ministers level, a 
spokesman said. 

But Assad made a conciliatory 
gesture towards Baghdad, saying 
be would stand by Iraq in event of 
an Israeli arraglr- 

Assad’s reply was given to Iraqi 
Justice Minister Akram Abdul 
Qader who arrived here earlier in 
the day carrying an invitation to 
the May 28 summit in Baghdad 
from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, presidential spokesman 
Jourbran Konzieh said. 

Abdul Qader left for home 
after his meeting whh Assad — 
toe first visit by an Iraqi official to 
Syria since tbe two countries 
broke diplomatic relations in 
1979. 

The spokesman quoted Assad 
as saying in reply to the summit 
invitation that Syria fell problems 
needed solving first if they were 
not to jeopardise the co nfe re n ce. 

Diplomats said Assad was re- 
ferring to the tong-standing rift 
between Damascus and Baghdad. 


Most of the Arab League's 22 
members have said they will 
attend the summit, sought by the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to discuss the mass 
influx of Soviet Jews into Israel. 
But Syria's presence is seen as 
vital if the Arab World is to 
present a serious united front. 

Syria's stand is that the summit 
venue and agenda must first be 
discussed at an emergency meet- 
ing of foreign ministers of the 
Arab League in Tunisia. Assad 
had categorically rejected Bagh- 
dad as a venue. 

The foreign ministers are sche- 
duled to meet Tuesday in Bagh- 
dad. 

Assad stated that toe staging of 
an Arab summit was very impor- 
tant because of the increased 
Jewish immigration, describing 
this as a prelude to major dangers 
threatening the Arabs, a source 
quoted by the AP said. 

In an oblique reference to his 
differences with Hussein, Assad 
added in his reply that “small 
matters that may affect the suc- 
cess of toe summit" could be 
solved during the preparatory 
meeting, toe source added. 


He also pledge full support for 
Iraq if h was attacked by Israel. 

The source said the reply also 
stated that “it must be clarified 
that independently from the issue 
of the summit, Syria win stand 
with all its might next to Iraq or 
any other Arab country exposed 
to Israeli aggression." 

In a related development 
Lebanese Premier Salim Al Hoss, 
a dose Syrian ally, also informed 
die Arab League that Ins country 
would not attend the Baghdad 
summit, said an informed source 
in Beirut. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat ar- 
rived in Baghdad Monday and 
met with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq Aziz, who banded him the 
PLO's invitation. 

The PLO announced Friday 
that Arafat had sent a letter to 
toe Damascus government ndrmg 
Syria to reverse its stand boycot- 
ting the s u mmi t. 

Arafat's political and security 
adviser Ham Al Hassan also vi- 
sited Damascus and disclosed 
Monday he spent two horns with 
Foreign Minister Faiouk Al Shar- 
aa the previous night. 
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Palestinians in Lebanon vow 
te avenge killings in Israel 


BEIRUT (R) — “Every man, woman, child and 
infant should carry a rifle and take revenge,” said 
one of thousands of angry Palestinians protesting in 
Lebanon’s refugee camps at the killing of seven 
Arabs in Israel Sunday. 


“The blood of our martyrs is 
calling us. ..we have no enemy but 
Israel," wailed Um Adnan at the 
grave of her two sons as Palesti- 
nians swearing revenge shook 
their inachineguns skywards. 

"With these hands I washed 
the blood and wrapped the bodies 
of my two sons who became 
martyrs while fighting Israel in 
South Lebanon. There is still me 
and my daughters to follow.” 

■: She was among hundreds wav- 
ing black flags and banners in the 
cemetery of the Bouij Al-Bara- 
jneh Camp in west Beirut. 

“What was taken by force will 


not be 'restored except by force,” 
said one banner. 

The demonstration was called 
by Palestinian factions to protest 
at the killing of the Arabs in 
Rishon Lezion near Tel Aviv by a 
gunman described by Israel as 
“deranged.” 

“If he was why didn’t he 
shoot Israelis? Why did be search 
for Arabs in Jewish-popnlated 
areas and slaughter them? The 
answer is the hatred of the Arabs 
... This is worse than Nazism,” 
said Abu Hussein, a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
official. 


Hussein said all Palestinian 
groups based in Lebanon would 
increase their efforts to enter 
Israel and its self-declared 
"security zone” in Sooth 
Lebanon. 

1 "We are ready to launch 
suicide operations,” said Abu A1 
Ghadab (father of anger), a 
Palestinian guerrilla official. 
“The armed struggle is the only 
way to deal with the Zionists 
because violence is the only thing 
they know.” 

In the Ain A1 HOweh Refugee 
Camp 40 kilometres southeast of 
Beirut, thousands of Palestinians 
paraded through the narrow 
alleys chanting anti-Israeli slo- 


“Allah-U-Akbar (God is 
Great) ... with our blood and soul 
we redeem yon Palestine,” 
chanted the crowd, led by offi- 


Criminologist says Israeli 
racism set stage for killings 


TEL AVIV (R) — A climate of 
anti-Arab racism set the stage for 
Sunday's killing of eight Palesti- 
nian labourers by an Israeli gun- 
man, even if the killer had 
psychiatric problems, a leading 
criminologist said Monday. 

Stanley Cohen of Hebrew Uni- 
versity criticised the Israeli media 
and politicians for focusing on the 
killer's personal problems and 
ignoring the political context of 
his act. 

. “The climate of racism is cre- 
ated by the policies of the Israeli 
government, which is indirectly 
responsible for this,” Cohen, a 
peace activist, told Reuters. 

“Not that anyone in the Israeli 
government gave direct instruc- 
tions, but racism is encouraged by 
government policy towards 
Palestinians and comments by 
leaders in recent years who de- 
humanised Arabs by calling them 
monsters and roaches.” 

Former Chief of Staff Rafael 
Eitan, now a rightist parliamenta- 
rian and p ro spective minister, 
once said Palestinians should be 
corked np “like cockroaches in a 
bottle.” 


Gunman Ami Fropper, 21, 
dressed in army fatigues and car- 
rying an M-16 rifle, rounded up a 
group of Palestinian labourers in 
central Israel for a simulated 
identity check. Then he emptied 
three magazines at their heads 
and chests, killing seven and 
wounding 16. 

Police said Propper told them 
he attacked the Arabs because he 
was upset after his girlfriend left 
him and that he had beeft sexually 
molested by an Arab eight years 
ago. 

On Monday, a magistrate re- 
manded him for IS days and sent 
him for psychiatric observation. 

A group of Palestinian 
psychiatrists said in a statement 
that mental illness was used too 
often as an excuse for murder by 
Israelis. 

“Mental frustration can arouse 
aggressive impulses but the 
choice to cany diem out by way 
of mass murder of Palestinians is 
determined by the chauvinistic 
and racist donate in Israeli socie- 
ty,” they said. 

In clashes bet w een Palestinian 


demonstrators and Israeli soldiers 
in- the occupied Gaza Strip and 
West Bank following the shoot- 
ing, another seven Palestinians 
were killed and at least 650 
wounded. 

The head of the army’s south- 
ern command, Major-General 
Matan Vfinai, told reporters that 
under the circumstances it was a 
moderate casualty toll. 

President Haim Herzog said 
shortly after the attack: “Every 
person and 4he entire nation 
shudder and abhor acts of lunacy 
such as this." Prime Minister 
Yitzhak S hamir called it an “act 
of madness.” 

But criminologist Cohen said 
even if the IdOer had personal 
problems, his- choice -of Palesti- 
nians as a target and the way hr. 
acted were politically significan t. 

“It is convenient for the media 
mid die politicians to speak of 
indhridual madness and remove 
the political element. But his 
pretencfing to be a soldier, die 
social context of labourers wait- 
ing to be picked up, are all 
political events.” . 


New snag impedes Saudi-Iran 
accord on pilgrimage issue 


•RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Saudi Arabia Monday rejected 
Iran’s conditions on means of 
allowing Iranian pilgrims to travel 
to Islam's holiest shrines in Mec- 
ca and Medina as a new religious 
snag was introduced into the con- 
flict. 

The rejection, reported by the 
official Saudi Press Agency and 
attributed to an unnamed govern- 
ment official, came hard on the 
heels of the first direct talks in 
two years between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia on the pilgrimage issue. 
- The two sides obviously failed 
to break their animosity over the 
quota system for the annual pil- 
grimage, and the Iranians were 
expected to be absent from the 
upcoming pilgrimage which cul- 
minates at Mecca and Medina 
early July. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Secret- 
ary Mohammad Ali Besharati 
was in Riyadh for two days last 
week during which he held long 
talks with Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Ai Faisal. 

The kingdom told the envoy 
that the quota system cannot be 
dropped, there can be no political 
demonstrations at Mecca and 
there must be no interference in 
internal affairs. 

Besharati was the first Iranian 


envoy to visit Saudi Arabia since 
Riyadh broke relations in April 
1988, accusing the Iranians of 
terrorism and subversion. 

The Saudi Press Agency re- 
ported that the Iranians were 
insisting on “the pretext of. 
(issuing a declaration) disavowing 
the infidels” during the pilgrim- 
age season. It said the Iranians 
had contended that such a dec- 
laration was imperative, under 
Koranic stipulations. 

The Saudi side rejected this, 
arguing that the religious injunc- 
tion dates back to the initial stage 
of the birth of Islam, when the 
Kaaba Shrine in Mecca was con- 
trolled by the infidels, the agency 
reported. 

“The infidels at that tune mar- 
red Islamic prayers and Koranic 
recitation in Mecca,” the agency 
quoted the Saudi side as telling 
the Iranian negotiators. “But to- 
day in Mecca and its environs 
there is not a single infidel to be 
disavowed.!’ 

In Islamic parlance, to dis- 
avow, or denounce, amounts to a 
boycott or ; antagonism behest for 
Muslims and their allies against 
the infidels. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
the disavowal would project the 
Saudi leadership as emulating the 


7th century infidels. They dismis- 
sed the Iranian demand as an 
attempt to entrap the Saudi gov- 
ernment. 

The Iranians under the late 
Ayatollah Rubotlah Khomeini 
had been calling for divesting the 
Saudi royal family of the religious 
honour of being custodian to die 
holy shrines of Islam. 

Saudi Arabia insists the quota 
system is necessary till xenova- i 
tions and expansions in Mecca , 
and Medina are completed. 

But Iran contends the tixnits are 
a political policy by the predomi- 
nately Sunni Muslim kingdom to 
discriminate against Persian, 
mostly Shi’ite Muslim Iran. 

Despite the differences over 
the pilgrimage, the kingdom used 
the talks with Besharati to ex- 
press keenness at having good 
relations with Iran, noted one 
source. Diplomats said the talks 
could open the way for more such 
visits in the future. 

Saudi Arabia's rapture of ties, 
coupled with the quota system, 
followed the dashes between Ira- 
nian pilgrims at the 1987 pilgrim- 
age and Saudi security men that 
left more than 400 pilgrims dead, 
mainl y Iranians. 


dais from the various Palestinian 
guerrilla factions. 

Zeid Wehbeh, the representa- 
tive of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, told reporters “tire butch- 
ers behind the massacre which 
targetted Palestinian workers are 
Americans and Israelis.” 

Refugees at Ain Al HOweh and 
nearby Miiyeh Miyeh Camp and 
camps in tire port city of Tyre 
stopped work. Shops, schools and 
businesses dosed. Black flags 
flew from mosques. 

Masked Palestinian guerrillas 
burned tyres and children carried 
stones as a symbol of the 29- 
mouth uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied terr i to ri es. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God) planned a protest 
in Beirut’s southern suburbs for 
Tuesday. The Syrian-backed 
Amal militia called for a strike 
throughout Lebanon Wednesday. 


Kuwaiti 
emir halts 
legal action 
against 
opposition 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s emir 
suspended legal action against 
pro-democracy campaigners but 
the group Monday said the move 
was a ploy to avoid a constitution- 
al showdown. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, Sunday night 
ordered a halt to proceedings 
against 14 activists. 

While newspapers and officials 
landed the action, the activists 
said it would deprive them of the 
chance to take their campaign to 
court. 

“The initiative of His High- 
ness, the Father, to drop -all 
cases... was a practical embodi- 
ment of the pure fatherly spirit 
His Highness uses with all his 
Kuwaiti sons,” Al Anbaa news- 
paper said in a front-page edito- 
rial. 

Charges against the activists 
included holding illegal gather- 
ings and distributing leaflets. 

. The group, pressing since De- 
cember for a return of parliament 
dissolved in 1986, had been de- 
tained and then gradually re- 
leased. The last two were freed 
Saturday. 

They said Monday they would 
continue to urge a boycott of 
elections, due on June 10 for an 
interim, four-year National 
Assembly. They say the assembly 
will be unconstitutional and 
tame. 

The suspension of legal pro- 
ceedings was “a clever move that 
benefited the government,” 
activist Jassem Saadoun told 
Reuters. 

Court cases against the 14 
would have focused attention on 
the co ns ti tuti onal issue, he said. 

The pro-democracy movement 
says the new assembly win have 
too many emiri appointees. 
There will be 25, while 50 other 
deputies will be elected. 

The emir, who cited a foreign 
conspiracy to destabilise Kuwait 
when be disbanded parliament, 
ordered elections last month. He 
said it would consider the future 
of democracy in the northern 
Gulf state. 

"It was very important for us 
that our cases went to trial,” 
Abdullah AI Nifisi, one of the 
activists, said. “We were sure 
that the verdicts would have been 
in favour of our cause.” 

KUNA news agency said die 
emir made his decision after a 
group of prominent Kuwaitis vi- 
sited him Sunday. 


plo to Yemens to unite 
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ABU DHABI (P.) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). facing a cash squeeze 
from funding the uprising, will; 
p re ss Arab leaders at their sum- 
mit in Baghdad **«« mnu fh to pay 1 
aid they promised two years ago. 

Jaweed Al Gfansarin, chairman 
of the Palestine National Fund 
(FNF), told Reuters in an. inter- 
view Sunday that the PLO would 
pr esen t a paper on tfae mass 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel at 
'die meeting from ' May 28. . 

“But we will also ask them to 
support the intifada and give the 
aid that they pledged at their 1988 
summit meeting in Algiers,” he 
said at hisoffice iu Abu Dhabi. 

Ghussein said the PLO had not 
received M a single penny” of - a 
lump sum of $128 million prom- 
ised then as urgent aid to supp ort 
the 29-month-old uprising. 

He said that of the extra $43. 
million a month also promised, 
the PLO had received only $150 
millio n in 1989. 

“Our spending on the intifada 
and other matters exceeded $300 
millio n last year. This has created, 
a sharp deficit which we cannot 
make up alone,” he said. 

The PLO’s main financiers re- 
cently have beem Libya, Iraq,- 
Santfi Arabia, Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

An Arab rammit in Baghdad in 
1979 promised $250 million a year 
to the PLO under a plan to 
support Arab states which border 
Israel. 

A paper from the PLO’s fi- 
nance organisation, obtained on 
Sunday, said $125 billion, or 
only half of die amount, had so 
far materialised. 

Some countries stopped contri- 
buting after a few years while 
others did not pay at all, it said. 

The report said the PNF’s only 
regular sources of income were 
$51 million a year from Iraq and 
$45 nriDkra a year from a five per 
cent income tax gathered from, an 
estimated 700,000 Palestinians 
livin g in the Arab Gulf stales. 

Saudi Arabia also paid $72 mil- 
lion a year into a special intifada 
fund, tiie report said. 

It said that since die intifada 
began, the PLO had spent $740 
mfflkm on k- rompared wifl» Arab | 
aid of $400 millio n- i 


ADEN, South Yemen (AP) — 
North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh was traveling to 
Aden. Monday after telling his 
parliament he was determined to 
proclaim a merger between the 
two Yemens at noon Tuesday. 

"However, if you decide otter- 
wise, then I shall return home 
tom o rro w," he said, acco r d ing to 
the statement broadcast in tire 
North Yemeni capital of Sanaa as 
the meeti ng started. 

“I am leaving right now for 
Aden, taking with me the govern- 
ment minis ter s , and the planes 
are ready for you to follow me if 
you agree." 

_ Shortly after, Sanaa Radio re- 
ported that the 159-uiember 
Shura Counol had “agreed with a 
sweeping majority” to the merger 


In Aden, the. television was 
meanwhile broadcasting' live 
coverage of the Ul-member Sup- 
reme People’s Council as one 
deputy after' the other put their 
signature to the draft m er g e r dec- 
laration. 

The Shura Council and . the 
Supreme Feopte’s Council, par- 
liaments of North and South Ye- 
men, had began their separate 
meetings m Sanaa and Aden ear- 
lier in the day amid mounting 
indications- that the new unified 
state merging the two Red Sea 
countries was about to be born. 

Radio and Television were 


over the impending merger. 

FoUdoric troupes were getting 
ready to spread a carnavaJ atmos- 
phere in Aden, -from which the 

proclamation is to be made, while 

truckloads of army and govern- 
ment personnel were redeploying 
between the two countries in pre- 
paration. 

The merger was first planned 
for Nov. 30, then advanced by six 
months to May 26. But over , the 
past days there was pressure to 
advance ft even more so that the 
two Yemens go to the upcoming 
emerg en cy Arab s umm it on May 
28 in Baghdad, Iraq, as one state. 

■Shortly after the. start of the 
e xtra ord in ary session of the 111- 
member Supreme People’s Coun- 
cil the television inte r rup ted its 
programme to report that- the 
meeting asked the leadership to 
contact the North, and "advance 
the merger date ” 

The report added that Foreign 
Minister Abdul Aziz Al Dali had 
suggested Tuesday. Official and 
diplomatic sources said that if the 
North agrees, then, the merger 
hour will be noon (0900 GMT) 
Tbesday when the Sag" of “the 
Yemen Republic” would go np 
ev e ry w here in fieu of the two 
separate' flags. 


The flag is essentiaUy the trico- 
lored black, white and red one of 

North Yemen, but minus ^stars. 
North Yemen bad used that flag, 
also , flown ■ by Egypt, Iraq and 
Syria, as the one marking the 
start of the United Arab States, a 
star tor be added fto tech state. 

in North . Yemen; the 159- 
. member Shura Council, the name 
for their legislature, began meet- 
ing sunaltaneonriy before -noon 
Monday. - . - - 

At their separate meetings; -the 
two legislatures were 1 presented 
with a draft agree m ent readied 
by North Yemen President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and South ^Ye- 
men ruling party Secretary- 
General Ali Salem Al.Beidh at a 
meeting on April 22 in the city of 
►Taiz halfway between Aden and 
Sanaa. 

The agreement spells but the 
terms for unity and its draft, con- 
stitution, as well as organising of 
a transitional period. -' 

It was the first time this agree- 
ment was being -publicised offi- 
cially, showing that the- tiva lead* 
ers agreed to have the merger 
advanced by six months and proc- 
laimed on May 26. . “ ' • 

- The texts broadcast- by- radio 
and televirion also confirmed ear- 
lier reports that the unified Ye- 
men will have a ruling five-man. 
presidential conned from- which a 
president and vice president arc 

elected. 


cabinet, calls for end to war 


j KABUL (R) — The Soviet-baik- 
ed Kabul gove rnm ent, presenting 
its new cabinet Monday, said ft 
was up to Af ghans to end nearly 
12 years erf war instead of waiting 
for outride powers to decide their 
future. ■ 

“(We) cannot waft for what 
dedrion will be made outside the 
country on Afghanistan,” Prime 

Munster-designate. Pazal Hyi 

Khaliqyar told* the National 
Assembly. 

The Kabul gover nm ent is fight- 
ing a virtually stalemate war with 
Mujahideen rebels who get modi 
of their support from die United 
States. 

But diplomats said a meeting 
scheduled for May 30 between 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and XJ.S. President George Bush 
m Washington held the real key 
io‘ any solution since Afghan 


fighters would have to wind down 
die war if .denied foreign su p pli e s. 

The Soviet Union has sug- 
gested several times that Moscow 
and Washington both stop sup- 
plying weapons to the two 
Afghan sides. 

Khaliqyar, severely wounded 
last month in a rebel attack, was 
named prime uunirier this month 
by Afghan President Najibullah. 

Foreign correspondents were 
taken into the National Assembly 
ball after Khaliqyar, a former 
provincial govern or, had already 
begun to speak. 

Mem ber s of the new cabinet 
were sitting on either side of 
Khaliqyar on tire podium. Their 
names were not immediately 
given, but those holding some 
major portfolios app e ar ed un- 
changed. 

The formation of the new 


cabinet, the third since Najibul- 
lah came to power in late 1987, 
had been delayed as the govern- 
ment tried to find neutral 
Afghans to jom. Diplomats said 
those efforts were largely unsuc- 
cessful. 

Khaliqyar said all sides in the 
war had to follow the govern- 
ment’s policy of national recon- 
ciliation. He appealed for foreign 
help to rebuild the country, one 
of toe poorest in the world. 

“The achie vem ent of recon- 
ciliation' among the belligerent 
sides (is) our most important 
national obligation and we will 
not refrain from any devotion and 
self-sacrifice,” be told 300 assem- 
bly members, many wearing trib- 
al turbans. 

, _ said any Afghan who work- 

er for peace, whatever his affilia- 
tion, ted a role in deciding tire 
country’s future. 


Cyprus president assures Arabs on Soviet Jews 


DOHA (AP) — Cyprus Presi- 
dent George Vassiliou Monday 
concluded a trip to two Gulf 
nations during which he sought to - 
assure Arabs that Cyprus will not 
be used as a bridge for Soviet 
Jewish emigration to Israel. 

During his 24 boms in Qatar, 
Vassiliou held talks with the 
emir. Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad 
Al Thani. 

The official Qatar News Agen- 
cy said the two leaders conducted 
a “comprehensive evaluation” of 


tire recent international change* 
and their impact on the Third 
'World and the Non- Aligned 
Movement. 

Vassiliou came to Qatar late 
Sunday following a two-day stay 
in Kuwait where he held similar 
talks in Kuwait with tire emir, 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah. 

In meetings with Kuwait press 
editors, Vassiliou was quoted 
Monday as saying: “Cyprus does 
not and will not agree to be used 


as a transit base for those immig- 
rants or any others going to 
XsraeL” 

He added: “Oar Soviet friends 
have informed us they don’t in- 
tend to use our country as a 
transit facility for Jews going to 
Israel. On our part, we wUl close- 
ly monitor tins possibility.” 

Hundreds of Soviet Jews have 
been travelling to Israel through 
Cyprus and security has been 
tightened at Lavaca Airport and 
Limassol Port, where many of the 


travellers board strips, for Israel 

The. flow of tire Soviet Jews, 
into brael and the braefi-oocu- 
pied Arab territories is a priority 
issue for the Arab World at pre- 
sent. 

But VassiHou said the Soviet 
national carrier Aeroflot was us- 
ing Cyprus as a lauding linkup for 
its flights to Kuwait, Damascus, 
Aden and other capitals and after 
the easing of travel Soviets goto 
Cyprus as tourists “and not as 
emigrants, to Israel.” 


Syrians vote in general elections today 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrians go 
to the polls Tuesday with a wider 
choice of candidates than usual as 
the government of President 
Hafez Al Assad makes room for 
independents without abandon- 
ing its 20-year bold on power. 

Independents are guaranteed 
84 seats in parliament, a third of 
the total, and could also win 
other seats contested by the 
National Progressive Front 
(NPF) led by Assad’s ruling 
Baath Party. 

Independent candidates, some 
spending over four million Syrian 
pomids ($357,000) on their cam- 
paigns, have wooed voters with 
feasts, rallies, songs and speeches 


in the liveliest run-up to an elec- 
tion in many years. 

Loudspeakers blare election 
programmes ranging from calls 
for Uberalisation of the largely 
state-run economy to improved 
supplies of basic goods and medi- 
cine. 

Hundreds of thousands of ban- 
ners and picture of candidates 
adorn Damascus and other dty 
streets ahead of the two days of 
polling Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The NPF, grouping five smaller 
parties as well as tire Baath, has 
nominated candidates for only 
166 seats in the 250-member par- 
liament. 

The rest will go to indepen- 


dents, who were allocated only 33 
scats in tire last election in 1986 
when. certain independents were 
guaranteed seats when included 
in an NPF list for each multi-seat 
constituency. 

There are no parties in Syria 
other than the NPF six — Baath, 
Communist, Socialist Union, 
Socialist Unionist, Arab Socialist 
and Democratic Arab Socialist 
parties. 

Bu t diplomats said a wider 
sprinkling of independents in 
the new parliament would mean 
that most shades of Syrian opin- 
ion were likely to be represented. 

Interior Minister Mohammad 


Harba said in a rare interview 
that Tall candidates were free te 
explain their programmes to the 
public. He said the government 
would treat NPF and indepen- 
dent c and ida tes equally. 

He said more th an 9,000 candi- 
dates are standing, tire largest 
number in five elections since 

1970. NPF candidates include 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Zu’W 
and Former Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Qacfir Qaddourah. 

Assad, who has . ruled since 

1971, said in a speech to students 
last week that Syria would benefit 
from tire-political experiences of 
others but would not copy from 
them. 
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on massive ! I Slaying of Palestinians draws 




h&k*: 


&ff&Jentah - Times 


pAMMAfrf .Urge si 


v. : )El^ptt:'-flteqra^ ^ mend 
. Mopdgy . »6 black flags 

Were hoisted on toptrf bu&feigs 

ir foree separate pe aceful w 
fofougbaartbc day. m 
JK*&* Agtiitii fee' JAp of 
fotestimant Sunday aid) in 
■ ao&lariiy wife foe intifada. 

■; The black flags fluttered 

- from tbc tops of foe to-roofed 
ti»ac£* and mosques u &Q bari- 
“ffl awl pr o fessiona l offices 
dosed tor tbc day m the 0a- 

'- qa ‘a . refugee camp, _20 
-, kilometres northwest of Am- 
: pus. Zn rbe early boon of the 
-JBOnwig about 25.000 people 
.•.g ather ed in • spontaneous 
inarch protesting the massacre 
"rffeout the interference of foe 
, security to foss* aoeanfiug to 
A AbdaUab Abet Fadm, mcm- 
: bar. of tbc popqbir commiticc 
..of foe camp anti an orpow 
Of the March. He said chat the 
«*oob also closed for the day 

- as.- dte students -left' the daa- 
. Dooms to join the much. 

“For the first rime in the 
‘ history of the Baqa'a camp, a 
mesch has been totally sucocsfr- 
W as no. one tried to instigate 
' trouble and the security forces 
did not interfere m any way." 
Abu Fartun .told the Jordan 
Tunes, adtfing that parttapants" 
were careful not to. go outside 
. the amp. 

. The camp, . where nearly 
70,000 refugees reside, has a 


fcttwy of dashes with the secur- 
ity forces that erupted wfaenev- 
_ er a demonsuation took place 
in the part. 

The' organisms of yeser- 
march denied reports 
that there were serious dashes 
between the people and the 
police. The reports were that 
the. .demonstration reached 
Savrciteh, tour kilometres from 
Baqa'a. and that there were 
.scrioos dashes between the 
camp residents and the police. 

The Jordan Times did not 
. witness such clashes, and in 

fact, tfeedfcmonstmkm did re* 
main widun the perimeter of 
the camp. ... . 

V'Some mdjvjdttd* tried to 
- go outside, but the protestors 
g enera lly confined themselves 
to the perimeter of the amp,'' 
Aim Fortun said, adding that 
there was agreement to keep 
toe march peaceful and orga- 
Bttcdr. although it was a spon- 
taneous oat. . 

.According to another mem- 
ber of toe popular committee 
of the camp, George Haddad, 
foe security forces *‘>ctped the 
march succeed because of tberr 
non-interference in "the 
march." He tola foe Jordan 
Times tinf "despite the big 
mmtoers fepi' turned out for 
the march there was awareness 
among toe people not to be- 
come violent and turn a <Jc- 
m ofntra tk m into a riot." 

■ He'aho attributed toe suc- 
cess of the march to the large 
participation of women and 
girls and "for' the first time toe 
slogans snpponed national uni- 


ty and did not in any way hurt 
anyone." 

“And this is the first time 
there was positive reaction to 
our call for a general strike 
where every sector, including 
banks, closed down for the 
day," Abu Fafhan said. 

On the night of the massacre 
that took place Sunday, the 
organisers, members of leftist 
and nationalist groups, 
announced through mic- 
rophones that a peaceful and 
silent march mourning the 
Palestinian martyrs would take 
place in the camp at 4:30 in the 
afternoon; but by 6:30 a.m., 
"thousands of people had 
already gathered in the camp 
square prepared to maitrh." 

The afternoon march was 
smaller than the earlier one, 
according to some accounts. In 
it people joined toe demon- 
stration which lasted for nearly 
three-hours and by toe end of 
the march people gathered in 
the camp square to hear 
speeches by the Popular Com- 
mittee for the Support of toe 
Intifada. 

Black flags. Mack banners 
(with no message) and Palesti- 
nian flags were held up by the 
demonstrators who chanted 
pco-Pdestaian and anti-Israeli 
and aito-American slogans. 

Women covered their heads 
with black and white che- 
quered kuffiyas and children 
tyorc dresses and shirts in the 
colours of the Palestinian flag. 
Some women cried as they 
sang songs for the Palestinian ' 
martyrs in the occupied teiri- 


toris. Children posed in front 
of toe cameras of the press 
flashing victory signs. 

.T Write down that the 
Palestinian people are rising," 
a 10-year-old girl said to a 
reporter. 

Abu Farhan said that 
another smaikr-scale march 
took place Sunday night after 
the "isha” (evening) prayers 
and lasted for three hours. He 
said that the march ended 
pcaccfnDy. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
did not participate in any of 
these demonstrations, but cal- 
led for another march after- 
noon prayers Monday. Witnes- 
ses said it gathered a few 
thousand people, but the Jor- 
dan Times could not obtain an 
accurate figure. 

Late reports reaching the 
Jordan Times said that after 
the march and Tally ended, "a 
small group of people left toe 
camp to the main road and 
caused a riot. Despire our per- 
sistent efforts to prevent 
them,” Abu Farhan said, “the 
group threw stones and burned 
tyres, causing the security men 
to over-react." 

Television news reported 
that two people were wounded 
as a result of the dash "when 
(the small group of people) 
tried to march towards Am- 
man and cause trouble." 

But the security forces 
reacted by using tear-gas and 
fired warning shots in an effort 
to end the riots, resulting in the 
two injuries that were re- 
ported. 


' ■ ; By f .V. Vhckmnl 
Jordan Times Staff Writer - 

AMMAN — The verifier to a. 
cape involving a Jordanian ac- 
cused as * member xrf the 
outlawed Qatfiani sect has 
bees delayed until. Wednesday 
pending expert opinion on new 
evidence submitted by toe 

Tlw defendant io’tbe coo- 
■' trovcrrial Case^ writer and : 
.journalist Ibrahim Abu Naab, 
tfid sot appear at; Monday’s 
bearing at the Naour Sharia 
Court after' submitting a writ- ' 
ten expiation of a paper he 
signed [ at : -a conference of 
Qadiani* held m Telford, Bri- 
itara, in Jane 1967,-" Judge 

KhaledOnreiqatsaid. 

^Itothe explanation, the de- 
fendant admits that he had 
‘attended the conference but 
Says that he did so in his 
density sis A jemtiiaiisrand not 
as a member oTthe Oadfems," 

- the judge told the Jordan - 
Tubes in a telephone inter- 
view. “He also explains that 
two poems he wrote for the 
conference did not mean that 
he was a member of the sect 
saying that ‘poems do not 
mmesarily. ' m e an toe .truth*," 
the-judge continued.. 
^According to Judge Ourei- 
ugt, the explanation alsoquea- 
tjom tbe vafisSty of toe testi- 
mony of mib<hw_Jordaitian, 
Taber Kazaq, who was found 
guilty of being a Oatfiaai by toe 
same oouxt but reprieved afier 
^ htrec^edsix »wb age. The 


point raised in toe explanation, 
accord in g to the judge, is how 
tbeowrt cquM accept toe testi- 
mony of "someone who has 
been found to be as apostate?" 

The explanation also points 
. out that Abu Naab had not 
even fulfilled one of toe prere- 
quisites for joining the 
Qtttianjs — an undertaking to 
pay 16 per cent of fas monthly 

- taconte To tlfe groups 'fife judge 

‘. K sard:* -v 1 — 1 1 — ■**- *•*•— 1 *. 

' According to Sharia 
pTXKecacor-Oeneral Abtoflab 
. Shamayleh. toe new evidence 
be presented to toe court Mon- 
day was a transition of the 
Holy Koran by Aba Naab. 
"The translation does not 
appear to be compatible with 
known interpretations of the 
Bely Koran," Shamayleh toki 
the Jordan Times on the 
phone. " Isla m ic scholars and 
expem wifi examine toe work 
“ and present their findings to 
the court by Wednesday." he 
' said.' 

• In addition to toe prescribed 
punishment for convicted 
"apostates" — which indude 
di vor ce from marriage, separa- 
tion from dukhan, seizure of 
property and excommunica- 
tion from refigkm and immun- 
ity for anyone who sheds the 
blood of the “apostate” — the 
. prosecutor is too demanding 
that the accused be banned 
frour writing.- if he is found' 

- guilty of being a member of toe 
QadfemS, a mystical sect which 
broke away from another 
group known as. the Ahraa- 
efiyah- formed in 1689. 

. Shamayleh stol en earlier 


court decision ordering the 
separation of Abu Naab from 
his wife remained "suspended, 
pending toe final verdict of toe 

rtn.. r* ft 

COUrt. 

. But Abu Naab said the gov- 
ernor of Amman, who re- 
ceived the court order, found 
that he could not implement it 
and the court decision was 
"withdrawn." No independent 

V 'botifiririqtiOT * i 

- -at I 

r; generic I 

who had pursued an un s u ccess- 
fill "apostasy" case against a 
Jordanian woman, Toujan 
Faisal, also argued that “no 
lawyer was willing to take up 
toe defence in the (Abu Naab) 
case because anyone who does 
risks being accused of belong- 
ing to the Qadianis.” 

Abu Naab said the paper he 
submitted and reviewed by the 
court Monday "explains that 1 
signed a document at the Tel- 
ford conference only to gain 
entry to the meeting, and that 
toe poems did not mean any- 
thing." 

"One of toe poems was 
purely philosophical and reli- 
gious which had nothing to do 
with toe Qadianis,** according 
to the writer. “The other one 
was more satirical but again 
with no relevance to the 
Qa dianis. " 

"Nowhere have I said that I 
belong to toe Qadianis or owe 
allegiance to the sect. 1 hove 
said and l believe that there is 
no God but Allah and Moham- 
mad is the messenger of God," 
Abu Naab told toe Jordan 
Times. "There cannot be any 
question whether I am a Mus- 


“In any event, my belief and 
faith is something between me 
and God," he said. 

He referred to a book he 
wrote in 1989 under the title 
"The Qadianis Explode From 
Within," which is highly critic- 
al of the sect, and said: "How 
is it posable that the author of 
such a book ca: e accused of 
UJbring.a QadfaJ*j*T -i 
rfsiAtfs^p«4J&i abated *bc 
Qadianis of febricatttg a case 
against him in retaliation for 
writing the book. 

The Qadianis are an offehot 
of the Ahinadiyah sect which 
was founded in toe town of 
Qadian in Punjab, India, in 
1889 by Muza Gal am Ahmad 
(1839-1908), who questioned 
all held beliefs and faiths by 
claiming himself to be a "reap- 
pearance (buruz) of the 
Prophet Mohammad, a man- 
ifestation of the Christian Mes- 
siah and a reincarnation of 
(Hindu) Lord Krishna." The 
two groups have strong pre- 
sences in India as well as Pakis- 
tan. The mainstream Ahma- 
tfiyahs — who believe Mirza 
Gulam Ahmad v as only a re- 
former — are report*., to have 
a strong following in Egypt, 
while tF^ Qadi. nv- — who 


consider -he ' 
mad as well 
Ahmad as 
God — opt 
Both sec. ' 
most Istar. 
some Mnshr. 
lenient tow 
members anc 


- Mc.ham- 
Gulara 
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strict Sharia action against 
them. 


ti&ed for more coordination 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
: Aiir Carriers Organisation 
(AACO) opened a two-day meet- 
- ing in Amman Plaza Hotel Mon- 
day, wife key speeches cal ling on 
An& airfttte&to undertake furth- 
. er coon&mtion and integration 
efforts nod meet the.challerige in 
• fee^jergerof mtowrairtmes with 
the expected European omty in 
1992. ^ ; j-. 

Jbfiptster of. Transport and 
Tclepommturi catrons Ibrahim 
Ayoob, who opened the meetings 
befedf of ,H» Majesty King 
Hussein, said Arab airlines have 
i»- toe t native but joint action 
aadgreater <xwnfeiatk)n in mto- 
Bgcptott, tecfeifeal and narate- 
nance 'work, reservation and 
otoer^tdofod tasks* 

"The meeting: commenwrates - 
AACCFs ylyer, 'ja til eo. whkh 
shouM serve s'an incentive fog 
tbeTddegm to rioubte' their 
; efforts fin netneymg toe aspired 
integration auxingtiwir a irfines, " 
toe mfei st er saidL 

( “The. mectrag too comes at a . 
tune when toe iatenutteaaliomni 


malting it uicumbent on the Arab 
airlines to pool their resources 
and act collectively.". Ayoub 


' J- ctaJkapa: on to' transport and. 


His call was echoed by Htoam 
Aba Ghazaleb Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) chief executive officer wbo 
sakl toe Arab airimes jeanriy pos- 
ses a fleet of 273 commercial 
aircraft employing 93.000 staff, of 
whom 99 per out are Arab 
nationals aid transport neatly 30 
naffidn passengers and TOOJJOO 
tonnes of goods thron^iout toe 
world annually, 

' In foe light of *hese figure*, he 
$aid v one can easily perceive toe 
importance of collective Arab off- 
line action and the competitive 
power rite Arris airimes have 
shoaldthcy art coJkctivety. Abu 
Gfiazrieh «ud. ' 

' Referring to areas where the 
AACO has been active ro pool 
Arab airline, potentials, Abu! 
Ghazaleh said toe. Arab airimes 
have agreed to launch unified 
services like the pan- Arab cater- 
ing unit in Loudon and the oollcc- 
tiveinfitraace scheme which are 
boBnd to reduce expenses for 
■Artib stories.- \ 

' - Abu Gfaazateb referred to RTs 


contribution towards serving the 
cause of integration represented 
in the creatioin of the aircraft 
simulator unit which provides 
training to Jordanian and Arab 
plots flying Airbus 310 and 320 
and the maintenance workshop 
for aircraft at fee Queen AHa 
International Airport. 

AACO’s Secretary General 
Adli Dajani said in a speech that 
neatly $40 billion bad been in- 
vested in the Arab airline busi- 
ness which constitutes one of the 
Arab economy’s pillars. 

‘*The AACO has come a tong 
way over the past 25 years and 
thanks to all concerned officials 
in the Arab World agreement on 
cooperation in insurance, re- 
servations. and -catering services 
has been achieved,** Dajani said. 

The delegates will discus the 
effects of European airlines mer- 
ger in 1992 on Arab airlines, 
cooperation between AACO and 
the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) and reports 
on foe AACO’s financial situa- 
tion in- 1989. 

- Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti was among 
officials attending the opening 
srisaoiL •. 


outrage from Jordanian officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Unity of 
ranks within the Arab World can 
help fee nation to confront tbc 
Zionist onslaught on any part of 
the Arab World and can thwart 
the looming Zionist danger, 
Speaker of toe Lower House of 
Parliament Suleiman Arar said 
here Monday. 

Addressing a ceremony to 
launch programme of voluntary 
activities in the Moan govemo- 
rate, Arar urged the Arab heads 
of state to stand by the Palesti- 
nian people’s intifada and extend 
support and assistance to toe 
oppressed Palestinians. 

Arar, who comes from this 
southern town, also expressed his 
hometown's sympathy with the 
Palestinian people following toe 
assassination of 16 Palestinians at 
the hands of Jewish settlers and 
Israeli troops Sunday. 

Other speakers at the cere- 
mony also paid tribute to the 
struggle of the Palestinian people 
and outlined aspects of fee prog- 
ramme which entails cultural and 
social services by local charitable 


socie t ies and youth clubs. 

The killing of innocent Palesti- 
nians was also condemned Mon- 
day by the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) which is based in 
Amman. 

The ACCs secretary genera! 
HUxni Nammar, issued a state- 
ment in which he described the 
murder of the Arab workers in 
the occupied Gaza strip as part of 
Israel's official terrorist policies. 

The AC C Secretary General 
said that Israel’s history was full 
of atrocities ranging from the 
massacres of Deir Yassin, in 
1948. to the burning of AI Aqsa 
mosque and toe ongoing arbitray 
actions in Palestine. 

Israel’s inhuman practices, he 
said in the statement, are desing- 
ed to foil all efforts leading to the 
establishment of peace in the 
Arab region and should be consi- 
dered as a defiance to toe Arab 
Nation and its up-coming Arab 
summit meeting in Baghdad. 

The Sunday murder, he said, 
should sound the alarm through- 
out toe Arab World, urging toe 


Arabs to speed up efforts to 
achieve real solidarity in the face 
of Israel's terrorism. 

The general-secretariat of the 
Arab Doctors Federation (ADF) 
which is preparing for a three-day 
medical conference in Amman, 
Monday issued a statement de- 
scribing the cold — blooded mur- 
der as part of toe on-going Israeli 
drive 10 massacre Palestinians 
with the open, continued and 
direct support from the United 
States. 

The statement called on the 
Arabs to end their differences 
and disputes to unify their ranks 
and extend meaningful support 
for the Palestinian intifada. 

Meanwhile the general Islamic 
conference on Jerusalem issued a 
statement condemning toe killing 
of innocent Palestinians in toe 
occupied territories as a brutal 
massacre committed by toe Zion- 
ists and Jewish settlers. 

The statement said the heinous 
crime dearly underlines Israel’s 
ongoing plans to force toe indige- 


nous Palestinians to abandon 
their homeland. 

"While condemning the crime 
toe general Islamic conference on 
Jerusalem pays tribute to the 
Palestinian intifada and urges all 
Arabs and Muslims to extend 
support to toe oppressed Palesti- 
nians,” the statement added. 

Among the various Jordanian 
personalities interviewed by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra 
Monday was Monsignor Raouf 
Najjar of the Roman Catholic 
church in Jordan. 

"The killing of innocent people 
without provocation and the con- 
tinued oppression against the 
Palestinians axe 10 be condemned 
as they obstruct the peace process 
and turn to escalate, tension to 
explosive proportions," Dr. Naj- 
jar said. 

He said that while Arab coun- 
tries continue to seek peace 
through an international confer- 
ence their efforts are hampered 
by continued atrocities, con- 
tinued seizure of Arab land the 
killing of innocent civilians. 


Jordan, Egypt to boost links 1 European Parliament 


Qadiaiti 9 trial verdict postponed 


CAIRO (Petra) — Ministers of 
energy and electricity in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries will 
gather in Amman on June 17 to 
discuss inter-ACC cooperation 
and sign an agreement paving toe 
way for coordination among the 
four nations in energy affairs, 
according to Dr. Ibrahim Badran 
secretary general of toe Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
who is now on a visit to Egypt. 

Badran discussed arrange- 
ments for next month’s meeting 
with Egyptian Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Maher 
Abaza and reviewed plans for the 
linkage of the Jordanian- 
Egyptian grids. 

"The linkage will be among the 
topics to be discussed by the ACC 
member states in Amman along 
with prospects for cooperation in 


Chinese team 
ends visit 

AMMAN ■ (Petra) •*— Deputy • 
Mayor" of Pekfog -Kuwang Chao • 
and an accompanying delegation : 
left Amman Monday ending a' 
six-day visit to Jordan. 

During the visit the delegation 
met Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran and held talks with Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimat on scopes of 
cooperation between Amman 
and Peking in the fields of orga- 
nising gardens, dty pfenning and 
the different municipal services. 

The delegation also toured 
several of the Amman Municipal- 
ity projects and gardens as well as 
archaeological and touristic sites 
in tbc Kingdom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbc following listings are com - 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the 
listed time and place with the 
concerned institutions. 
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Transport firm 
nets JD 2.65m 
in profits 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iraq- 
Jordan Land Transport Company 
(ULTC) realised JD 2.65 million 
in profits from its 1989 operations 
during which it transported 
289,000 tonnes of goods to va- 
rious destinations, according to 
fee company's Director General 
Jamil Ibrahim. 

Ibrahim made the statement 
upon the conclusion of a two-day 
meeting here by the company's 
board of directors wbo reviewed 
toe company’s activities and fu- 
ture plans and studied a fell 
report that included a 1989 final 
account and budget. 

Ibrahim said that dm board 
members also reviewed the com- 
pany’s operations in the fust four 
months of 1990 and studied the 
prospect of buying new lorries for 
the company’s fleet. 

He said the company’s general 
assembly had sche d u l e d a meet- 
ing in Baghdad early next month 
to endorse the final accounts and 
elect a new board to serve for tbc 
coming- three yean. 

Among other matters reviewed 
by the company's board here, 
Ibrahim said, were workshops for 
maintenance of trucks, offices 
for holding meetings and semi- 
nars and. training of company 
tecfankiaiu. 


6 EdriUtioa of pointings and 
scul p ture s by five Jordanian 
artists at Abdul Hameed Sbo- 
maa Foun da tion (KkOOaja. - 
5:00 pan.) 

* Art e xhibi tion by Hnsnl Abu 
Ekraym at the ABa Art Gal- 
lery. 

^ Exhibition of paintings by 
Raada Bcr o uti at Goethe In- 
stitute. 

* Art cilrihittop by Mahmoud 
Taha at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Photographic exhibition of In- 
dian industry at Yannonk 
U ni ve r s it y. 

tir Plastic art exkSb&os by Mns- 
tafa Fatbf at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 
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fr Lecture on “Active Museum 
— Ahns and Methods’* for 
Dieter Berks at the Goethe 
Institute — 8.-08 p.m. 




4 Asian evening organised by 
fee ■-»■■■■«■■ Indonesia, 
Japan, India, Pakistan, PM- 
flppluu , China, RepobBc of 
Korea and Turkey hi coopera- 
tion with the AI Hvsaeta Soci- 
ety for the Rehabffltatkm of 
fee Pforsfeafiy Handicapped, 
at the ip d o reri a * ambassa- 
dor's residence, near Zahran 
Palace — ktt pjn. 


renewable sources of energy and 
the possibilities of cooperation in 
utilising solar and wind power." 
Badran said. 

"The minister’s meeting in 
Amman will be preceded by a 
gathering of technicians and spe- 
cialists who will pave toe way for 
toe ministers parley," Badran 
added. 

On bis talks with the Egyptian 
minister, Badran said they co- 
vered toe implementation of an 
agreement among the ACC mem- 
ben: Jordan Egypt, Iraq and 
North Yemen on cooperation in 
the fields of natural gas. and oil. 

Badran attended an Arab 
meeting here to discuss protec- 
tion from radio activity in toe 
food preservation processes and 
means of protecting the Arab 
environment from sources of 
pollution. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Euro- 
pean Parliament has issued a 
statement calling on toe Israeli 
government to denounce the sei- 
zure of a hospice owned by the 
Greek Orthodox church in Jeru- 
salem and urged it to return toe 
building to their lawful owners. 

The statement was issued fol- 
lowing an address delivered at the 
European Parliament in Strass- 
bourg by toe Greek Orthodox 
patriarch of Jerusalem who out- 
lined toe dangerous situation in 
the Holy Gty following the Jew- 
ish settlers’ occupation of the 
church property. 

Patriarch Diodoros I gave de- 
tails about Israel's long term 
plans to seize holy shrines in 
violation of all principles and 
international laws. 

The patriarch called on the 


Christian world to take strong 
action to put an end to Israel’s 
desecration of holy places and 
human rights violations. 

The 600-member parliament 
discussed the problem and later 
issued a statement demanding 
that the rights of Christians and 
the property of the churches 
should be respected. 

The European Parliament also 
called for sufficient protection to 
all places of worship and urged 
Israel to end all forms of en- 
croachment on church property. 

The parliament urged the fore- 
ign ministrers of the European 
Community to take meaningful 
steps that would ensure protec- 
tion for the Christian communi- 
ties in the occupied Arab tenitor- 


USAID grants $3.7m 


AMMAN (j’t.) — Awni AI 
Masri, the minister of planning 
Monday signed three grant agree- 
ments under which Jordan will 
receive a total of S3.7 million in 
development assistance. The Un- 
ited States Ambassador, Roscoe 
S. Suddarth, and Acting Director 
for toe United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID), William T. Oliver, 
signed the agreements unto toe 
minister. 

The Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation’s (AMO) SS million 
agricultural marketing develop- 
ment project that began in 1988, 
will receive a SI mil&on incre- 
ment to continue project activi- 
ties. Daring 1989. trial truck ship- 
ments of Jordanian vegetables 
sponsored under this project de- 
monstrated that refrigerated 
trucking is technically and com- 
mercially feasible for export to 
Europe. The project also funded 
participation by Jordanian agri- 
cultural exporters in toe interna- 
tional Green Week exhibition of 
agricultural produce in Berlin. 
The Jordanian booth drew ex- 
cited comment for its abundance 
of fresh vegetables in January. 

As a result of project activities, 
AMO is launching a new market 
pews service for fresh produce in 
local print and broadcast media. 
A team of investment analysts 
has recently completed the prepa- 
ration of investment profiles for 
agribusiness investment opportu- 
nities in Jordan. Based on cost 
data and market opportunity 
data, die profiles indicate that 
such crops as table grapes, straw- 
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berries and peppers represent pro- 
fitable investments for regional 
and foreign investors. The pro- 
files will be -distributed to inves- 
tors locally and in Europe and the 
United States. Under toe project, 
USAID will sponsor toe travel of 
serious investors together with an 
investment counselor to Jordan. 

AMO is also in the process of 
completing its market analysis to 
specify profitable market win- 
dows for toe export of seven 
Jordanian agricultural products 
to the United Kingdom, Ger- 
many, France and Switzerland. 
This summer AMO will hold a 
series of one-day seminars for 
private sector producers and ex- 
porters to present toe results of 
the analysis for each product on a 
separate day. The participants 
will see on video tape the produc- 
tion and post harvest handling 
techniques required to put each 
product into toe market during 
that market window. Printed 
manuals will also be available to 
toe participants. 

Today's signings also released a 
scheduled $1.7 million increment 
for the $27.5 million Jordan 
National Agricultural Develop- 
ment project. The project is cur- 
rently constructing toe National 
Centre for Agricultural Research 
and Tech nology Transfer 
(NCARTT) and six Regional Ser- 
vice Centres (RASCs). This past 
winter, a plant virology specialist 
assisted NCARTT in estab- 
lishing the only plant virology 
laboratory and greenhouse in Jor- 
dan at Deir Alla. 

As a result of on-the-job train- 


ing in virus detection and identi- 
fication, NCARTT staff are now 
able to conduct Enzyme linked 
Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) 
tests. The procedure is used to 
check seeds, plant buds, and tis- 
sues to insure that only virus-free 
plants are introduced into the 
Jordan Valley. NCARTT is also 
utilising the tests for early disease 
detection in barley, beans, citrus, 
com. cucumbers, melon, squash, 
tomatoes, and wheat. ELISA can 
also be used to detect disease 
caused by some bacteria, myco- 
plasma, and fungi. 

Five NCARTT staff are cur- 
rently studying in toe United 
States for advanced degrees under 
toe project and an additional four 
will begin studies this summer. 
Their fields of specialisation in- 
clude soils, irrigation, cereals, 
forage, barley, livestock produc- 
tion, virology, and extension. 
Another 22 personnel, including 
5 women, are masters and diplo- 
ma students in agricultural disci- 
plines at the University of Jor- 
dan. 

A SI million increment was 
also added to a S7.5 million pro- 
ject that sponsors training for 
private sector and public sector 
individuals. Over toe past four 
years toe programme sent 515 
persons to study job-related 
topics in U.S. institutions: 129 in 
engineering and technology, 165 
in business administration, 131 in 
commerce, 48 in health, 15 in 
agriculture, and 27 in education. 
Additionally, since 1986. 715 pri- 
vate sector and public sector em- 
ployees were trained in Jordan 
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pleased to announce that 

AI Karmel 

Travel and Tourist Co. 

has been authorised to serve as their General Agents 

in Jordan 

For more information: 

Please calf the company’s main offices located at: 

Jabai Hussein, Khaled Ben AI Walid Street, 
opposite Sukalna Building 
Tel. 688301/ 688302, facsimile 688302, P.O. Box 926497 
Amman - Jordan 
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THE INCIDENT in Amman yesterday, in which a gunman 
• attacked French tourists wounding several of them along 
with a Jordanian photographer, has to be strongly conde- 
mned, first for what it is and then for whatever motive was 
behind it. 

A crime is a crime, no matter what noble cause lies behind 
it. So the attack on Jordan's guests, other than being alien to 
our culture and tradition, Is a deplorable act that cannot be 
possibly condoned by any sane human bring. The probabil- 
ity that it was triggered by the assailant's feelings of anger 
and frustration at the massacre of Palestinians on Sunday 
does not lessen Grom its criminality one bit either. On the 
contrary, such an act, besides being the heinous crime it is, 
has diverted world attention from what is happening in 
Israel and the occupied territories, and as such it should be 
doubly condemned. 

On the ether hand, if the attack was aim ed at tarnishing 
the image of Jordan as a safe country for friends and 
tourists to visit, or targetted at destabilising the Kingdom 
and endangering its security, then words of condemnation, 
no matter how strong, will not be enough. The fight has to 
be taken to the source and roots of aggression in that case. 

In his statement to Jordan Tdevisioa last night, His 
Majesty King Hussein expressed the belief that the motive 
behind the attack most probably lied in the feeling of fury 
that gripped the attacker at Amman's amphitheatre in the 
wake of Israeli genocidal arts against the Palestinians. Yes. 
But, even then, what purpose did the assailant’s crime 
serve, other than the harm it has done to us and to the 
damage inflicted on the Palestinian cause as a whole? 

Along with informing the rest of the world of Palestinian 
suffering, we have a duty to put our own house in order. 

This is best done not by repressing our feelings of 
frustration and anger at whatever aggression Israel and the 
Israelis commit against our people in the occupied territor- 
ies, but by translating those feelings into energy and actions 
capable of confronting enemy designs and practices. 

We should do this for ourselves, but with a view to the 
world around us. This world has to be educated that 
violence breeds violence, and unless the international 
community moves in earnest to bring peace to this region, 
there will continue to be a growth of dangerous forces and 
factors that could create a mess much greater than the area 
has ever witnessed. 
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AH Jordanian dailies on Monday discussed the new massacre of 
Palestinians in the occupied Arab territories, condemning Israel's 
actions as an expression of official state terrorism. The message is 
loud and clear; and has reached all comers of the world, said Al 
Ra'i daily. The killer is Israeli, the weapon is American and the 
victim is the Palestinian Arabs, the paper noted. The message that 
should fail on the ears of the world community is that the Israelis, 
using American weapons are assassinating the Palestinian people 
in cold blood, regardless of Israel's claims that the killer was a 
mentally deranged person, the paper added. Israel's history is full 
of atrocities against the Arab population in Palestine and full of 
crimes perpetrated by Ziori - te and carri mA out by Israeli troops and- 
settlers, said the paper, wn.. «i so-called mentally deranged 
Israeli soldier did, was an implementation of the Israeli govern- 
ment's policies, and the crime was in line with the plot being 
implemented to terrorise the Arab population and force them to 
leave their homeland, the paper pointed out. The paper said that 
the criminal's name has not yet been announced; and who knows, 
he might be Israel’s next prime minister for his notorious act and 
for best serving Zionism's goals. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily Monday calls on the Arabs who are 
meeting in Baghdad later this month to opt for a confrontation 
with the Israeli enemy to put an end to Zionism's atrocities 
against the Palestinian people and to deal once and for all with the 
arrogance of the Jewish state. Tareq Masarweh says the Arab 
leaders ought to realise that the Israelis are bent on killing 
Palestinians and perpetuating their occupation of Palestine and 
extending tbeir hegemony on all Arabs; and therefore they should 
confront this challenge with dignity and determination to thwart 
enemy plans. In the light of the latest massacre committed in 
Palestine, says the writer, one cannot expect any peace with die 
Israelis, nor can the Arabs expect any proper action by the 
Europeans except an expression of regret over what happened 
despite the fact it is the Europeans who paved the way for the 
creation of Israel and took active part in aggression on the Arabs 
since the Balfour declaration earlier this century. The Soviets and 
the Americans should stop all manifestations nf hypocrisy, 
because it is they who placed the weapons in the hands of the 
terrorists and criminals, and it is the superpowers wbo are 
currently plotting to strengthen Israel’s hands, the writer . adds. 
The Arab leaders in Baghdad should decide whether they are 
Arabs, and whether they are ready to protect Arab interests, 
concludes the writer. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said that the Israeli army reacted to the 
cold-blooded murder of the eight Palestinian workers by killing 
another eight in the subsequent confrontation with the protesting 
masses. The criminal who killed the Arabs has been described as 
mentally deranged, as was the arsonist who burnt the Al Aqsa 
Mosque and those who committed massacres at Deir Yassin and 
numerous Palestinian towns and villages, said the paper. It said 
that despite their insanity these murderers, including the leaders 
of the present government, have been at the helm of their Jewish 
state, committing terrorist acts and all forms of atrocities against 
the Palestinian people. 


Sitting on top of perestroika’s powder keg 



By Eduard S h evardnadze 
THIS wil] be a heart-to-heart 
talk, a thinking ont loud, 
something very personal deeply 
felt, perhaps. X wish to share 
with you what X have never 
spoken about in public, reflec- 
tions on what I have succeeded 
in doing and what I have been 
unsuccessful in, on hopes un- 
realized and promises unful- 
filled. 

What will become of flic 
party and consequently, of 
each of us? What potation will 
each of us occupy as its fate is 
being decided? However mnefa 
we ask such questions and 
however we attempt to answer 
them, the entire immense com- 
plex of diem cannot shield ns 
from the most important thing 
— perestroika and its life and 
death. The question of the 
party and its ftiture is insepar- 
able from this. 

We know the results of the 
slogan of adherence to princi- 
ple in defense of party unity. 
The consequences were 
persecution for dissidence and 
expulsion from party ranks and 
then expulsion from life; ter- 
ror, mass punitive measures, 
the grief of families and whole 
peoples. The party found itself 
split between outwardly un- 
questioning obedience and inner 
protest and disagreement. It 
was from this inner protest and 
rejection of ingrained defects 
that the seeds of die policy we 
call perestroika began to 
appear. The main purpose of 
our party is perestroika and its 
success. 

Let us tlrinlr carefully about 
the fact that in dividing people 
into “radicals” and “conserva- 
tives” we could be repulsing or 
isolating loyal allies and there- 
by really splitting die party. 
With what danger is such a 
split fraught and who would it 


benefit? This is by no means a 
rhetorical question. I have said 
repeatedly that if perestroika 
fails, dictatorship is possible. 

Manifestos have been made 
public, actions are being 
mounted. On a practical level 
an attack on the countiy’s lead- 
ers is under way — not only 
from the left but from the right 
also. Regret is even befog ex- 
pressed that the Central Com- 
mittee plenum in February did 
not remove certain members of 
the leadership, the foreign 
minister included. 

The savage expressions of 
the opponents of perestroika 
concerning, say, me, and some 
of my colleagues, do not 
embarrass me. But there are 
others — milli ons — at whom 
our homemade “extremists” 
are striking, and it is here that 
it is impossible to maintain, 
composure. 

Because in appealing to the 
masses, who are experiencing 
many difficulties, and taking 
advantage of their unhappi- 
ness, they deliberately throw a 
spark into the powder keg. 

No one can calculate the 
consequences of a social explo- 
sion capable of igniting not 
only befogged minds but also 
file giant stockpiles of nuclear 
and chemical weapons and 
nuclear power stations in zone- 
already weakened by natural 
disasters and regions shaken by 
interethnic strife. 

Increasingly, accusations are 
being heard of slowness, incon- 
sistencey, a lack of boldness 
and so forth. It is also being 
said that perestroika has not 
only revealed our inveterate 
ailments but has intensified 
them. Optimism today is not in 
fashion. 

Many people are competing 
in pessimism and m making the 
most terrifying forecasts. I am 


not their partner in this. My 
vision of the fu t ur e is optimis- 
tic, of the economic future at 
least. The new economic struc- 
tures and trwhankim are still 
t aki n g shape. 

A legal base of the reforms is 
being created. We are faced 
with making an extraordinarily 
complex maneuver in the 
sphere of pricing (the most 
difficult, perhaps), without 
which a market simply will not 
be formed. Everyone under- 
stands that ring is a painful and 
unpopular action, but we have 
to make up OUT min ds to 

embark on it 

For many years heavy indus- 
try had the “green light.” 
Perhaps this was right in its 
time , but it later proved too 
heavy for the people’s well- 
being. 

One-sided progress in arms 
manufacture paradoxically 
weakened the country’s secur- 
ity in its most important area . 
— the situation of the citizen. 
While proud of having 
achieved military parity with 
the United States, we have 
forgotten that we cannot yet 
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even dream of parity in, say,' 
disposable syringes. 

Critics of perestroika are 
accusing us of betraying class 
principles. Meanwhile, the 
“class enemy” is supplying us 
with these same syringes, anti- 
bura equipment, prosthetic ap- 
pliances and wheelchairs, and 
sending doctors and bone 
marrow. 

I do not wish to remind you 
of the earthquake in Armenia, 
when we afi, on both sides; 
remembered that we are simp- 
ly people, members of a single 
worldwide, u ni ver sa l civiliza- 
tion. Perestroika has restored 
out humanity. 

The belief that we are great 
country and that we should be 
respected for this is deeply 
ingrained in me, as in every- 
one. But great in what? Terri- 
tory? Population? Quantity of 
arms? Or the people's trou- 
bles? The individual's lack of 
rights? Life's dsorderiiness? In 
whatdo we, wbo have virtually 
the highest infant mortality 
rate on our planet, take pride? 
It is not easy answering die 
questions : Who are you and 


who do you wish to be? A 
country which is feared or a 
country which is respected? A 
country of power or a country 
of kindness? - 

It is difficult for me myself to 
ans wer these questions. 

1 remember r e turnin g from 
Geneva following the signing 
of the Afghan settlement 
agreements. I have never 
spoken about this. It aright 
seem that I should have been 
happy; there would be an end 
to the caskets arriving in the 
country. We would be dosing 
the books on deaths and spend- 
ing that had readied 60 bOlibn 
rubles. 

Yet I felt p r o foun dly de- 
pressed. It was hard for me to 
see myself as aforcignimmster 
wbo had signed what was by no 
.means a victory agreement. 
Such had not been a frequent 
occurrence in the history of 
Russia and the Soviet Union. 
And I was further troubled by 
the thought of people whom 
we ourselves had nursed and 
roused to revolution and whom 
we were now leaving with a 
deadly, enemy. 

What is true patriotism? 
Satisfying, foe arrogance of 
statehood by sending others' 
children to die in a foreign 
country ortbe courage to rec- 
ognize mistitkes and prevent 
new ones, to spare young men, 
and to restore tire cranny's 
good name? 

I recall the storm of applause 
evoked by the words of one 
politician, whom I highl y re- 
spect, to the effect that cur- 
rently not a single question in 
the world can be decided with- 
out Soviet participation. This is 
truly tiie case. But the whole 
point is bow it is decided and at 
what price. 

We had long been rivals of 
tfaeAmericans. We are now 


n tf«iip ting T and not unsuccess- 
fofly, to interact. But even in 
our milieu we are surrounded 
by an atomospbere of saspir' 
rfof i and accusations ■ “We are 
betraying our own ideals!” At 
each step I hear behind me the 
whispering : You have- given 
away, sacrificed something 
somewhere, agreed to com- 
promise somewhere, and so 
on. 

Of course, profound changes 
will o ccu r in our alliance, -and 
our cooperation and interac- 
tion will be built on a new 
basis. And if we pursue the 
right policy and do not make 
mistakes, we will not have to 
worry about the future of our 
relations with the East Euro- 
pean countries. We can and 
will know how to build civil- 
ized, equal relations with these 
countries. 

Looking bade at the years of 
perestroika, we may sajr with 
satisfaction that, as a whole, 
Soviet foreign policy has 
accomplished its most base 
mission — the creation of the 
conditions most conducive to 
internal transformations in the 
country. We have smooth, 
stable relations with essentially - 
all states. 

The “Cold War” is becoming a 
thing of the past. Military 
spending are befog reduced — 
in the last two years we have 
reduced the latter by .14 per 
cent. These are real reduc- 
tions, not propaganda. Coun- 
tries’ militarization levels, ours 
included, are declining. Milit- 
ary confrontation is . on the 
wane. 

All tins is very weB, but we 
are noticing that a mood- of 
complacency is emerging in\ 
part of society. This cannot foil 
to cause concern. We are, after - 
all, only at the start of the 
road. — The Washington Post- 


Deepening bitterment in Kashmir 


By Earieen Ffeher 

The Associated Press 


SRINAGAR,India — An 
empty grave is kept ready at 
the new “martyrs cemetery” to 
.receive the .next victim of 
Kashmir's revolt against Indi- 
a's rule. 

On the topmost branch of an 
ancient cbinar tree a few 
metres away, the bright green 
flag of Islam flutters briskly in 
a tight breeze that somehow 
fails to stir the drooping ban- 
ner of the Jammu-Kashmir Li- 
beration Front. 

Bnt the spirit of the insurrec- 
tion is far from sagging - de- 
spite the presence of Indian 
soldiers on every major street, 
despite the hospital wards full 
of people with bullet and beat- 
ing injuries they say were in- 
flicted by these "alien" sol- 
diers, despite the government’s 
intensifying counterinsurgency 
campaign, which was driving 
the leaders of the freedom 
movement deeper and deeper 
underground in the tangle of 
narrow alleyways. 

No one doubts there will be 
more “shaheed” or mar- 
tyrs, for the cemetery under 
the cfainar tree. Or for the 
scores of other new burial 
grounds in the Kashmir valley 
beneath the snow-capped 
Himalayas. 

Nearly 400 people, mostly 
Muslim militants or their sup- 
porters, have died since Jan. 
20. That’s when the govern- 
ment embarked on its latest 
and harshest crackdown 
against the Kashmir rebellion, 
which has simmered, sputtered 
and flared over the past 43 
years. 

Last winter, it erupted 
again, this time into an escalat- 
ing spiral of assassinations, 
bombings and kidnappings. 

The Kashmir crisis is a lega- 
cy of 1947 when Britain bowed 
out of the Indian subcontinent, 
one of the vastest and unruliest 
expanses of its once-mighty 
colonial empire. 

The Hindus and Muslims of 
British India, unable to recon- 


cile their rivalries under the 
banner of a single independent 
country, were partitioned into 
secular but Hindu-dominated 
India and the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan. 

Both new nations claimed 
Kashmir, a predominantly 
Muslim region whose Hindu 
maharajah hemmed and hawd 
until Pakistani tribesmen in- 
vaded his western domains and 
be hastily cast bis lot with 
India. Pakistan and India 
bisected Kashmir. Three wars 
foiled to settle the sovereignty 
issue, and it now threatens to 
drag them into battle for a 
fourth time. 

A 1948 resolution by the 
U.N. Security Council called 
for India to conduct a plebis- 
cite “as soon as poss- 
ible” in Jammu- Kashmir so 
people could decide whether to 
join India or Pakistan. 

India never ordered such a 
plebiscite, blaming Pakistan 
for foiling to comply with other 
sections of the resolution that 
called for all Pakistani citizens 
to leave Jammu-Kashmir and 
for Pakistan to prevent arms 
from readring the region. 

The cry for freedom is heard 
today throughout Srinagar, 
summer capital of Jammu- 
Kashmir, the only Indian state 
with a Muslim majority. 

It is whispered in English by 
shoppers who pass foreigners 
bicycling past Indian guns in 
the heart of the old city. It is 
spoken with defiance and re- 
solution by businessmen, doc- 
tors and civil servants in homes 
and offices. 

It is chanted by toddlers, 
prompted by their elders to call 
for “azadi” or freedom, in 
the Urdu and Kashmiri lan- 
guages. It is shouted from the 
mouths and guns of young 
men, rasped by old men and 
women nearing the end of their 
time on earth. 

It is categorically rejected by 
the government of Prime 


Minister V.P Singh in New 
Delhi and its appointed gov- 
ernor of Jammu-Kashmir, a 
tough- minded Hindu who uses 
the lone name of Jagmohan 
and sits in the magnificent 
.isolation, of 'an. old princely 
residence overlooking Srina- . 
gar’s Dal Lake. 

“Our only demand is free- 
dom. We want our Kashmir," 
said Hilal Ahmad Beg, leader 
of the Students Liberation 
Front. 

The group kidnapped a Mus- 
lim university vice chancellor 
and a Hindu industrialist six 
weeks ago and killed them 
when Jagmohan refused to re- 
lease three jailed militants. 

The governor ordered 15 
straight days of around-the- 
clock curfew and house-to- 
house searches that he said 
resulted in the arrest of 836 
people, ranging from hard- 
core terrorists to “bad 
character” people who 
had taken advantage of the 
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unrest to commit, nonpblitical 
crimes. A0 -but 249 of the 
prisoners have been released, 
Jagmohan said. 

The dragnet failed to snare 
Beg, wbo contends the author- 
ities do. not have Iris photo- 
, graph, enabling him to walk 
unchallenged past Indian 
troops. Indeed, he strolled 
open ly— although watchfully- 
-down a street and into a bufld- 
.fog to meet a reporter for an 
interview arranged through in- 
termediaries. 

Only three days earlier, Beg 
said, he had led a midday 
attack that killed a paramilit- 
ary soldier in the centre of 
Srinagar. 

The neatly dressed 26-ycar- 
ofcd leader of the Students Li- 
beration Front readily acknow- 
ledged he has been too busy 
with militant activities for the 
past eight years to ever enroll 
anywhere as a student. He said 
that on at least three occasions 
he had gone to Pakistani Kash- 
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mir for military training lasting 
.np to 3 1/2 months at a hitch. 

Beg'S group is a wing of the 
oldest of the secessionist 
groups, the Jammu-Kashmir 
Liberation Front, whose lead- 
er, AmanuBah Khan, is based 
in the Pakistan-controlled part 
of Kashmir. 

Beg and other militants said 
the independent Kashmir they 
-envision should include the 
predominantly Hindu Jammu 
region pins all of Indian-and 
Pakistani-controlled Kashmir. 

Their proposed nation, 
whose only serious economic 
base is a multimiilion dollar 
tourist business that evapo- 
rated daring the violence, 
would be a landlocked enclave 
bordering Afghanistan, China, 
Pakistan and India. 

It was frustration over die 
single-source economy that 
helped fuel the revolt. 
TOroughout Sringagar, multi- 
lingual Muslim with bachelor’s 
and master's. degrees work as 
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office derics and shopkeepers 
and accuse Indian officials re- 
serving a disproportionate 

share of -government posts -for 
Hindus. 

It is resentment of the gov- 

.rernment crackdown that helps 
ffepep die fire- for independence 
burning. Any conversation 
with a gathering of a half- 
dozen or more people seems to 
produce at least one man or 
woman who angrily displays 
gashes, bruises or bone frac- 
tures beating in plaster casts. 
They always -say their injuries, 
were inflicted by Indian sol- 
diers or paramilitary forces. 

In Shms hospital, a blade 
scrawl on the wall declares: 
“long live free Kashmir. The 
death of the martyr is the life of 
the nation.” 

Hospital rooms turn into 
miniature political rallies as 
relatives, and even strangers 
visiting patients in other wards, 
crowd around the latest admis- 
sions. 
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Palestinian fury unleashed 


(Cootinaed from page 1) 
Sunday's cotd-btood murder spil- 
led over to several Israeli Arab 
towns. 

Underground leaden of the 
Palestinian uprising proclaimed that 
“the hour of retribution has arrived.” 

“Let the occupation army and the 
settler gangs pay with their Mood the 
price that is due." said ■ leaflet 
distributed by the Unified National 
Leadership. 

In wtur sources said was the lint 
apparent revenge attack, Palestinian 
employees stabbed to death Yiacov 

Shalom, a 40-year-old Jerusalem res- 
taurant owner, Sunday night. The 


fundamentalist Mamie Jihad said it 
was responsible for the killing. 

In the densely-populated Gaza 
Strip where three Palestinians were 
shot dead Monday, thousands of 
men, women and children heeded the 
call of mosque loudspeakers to “coo- 
front the enemy" and took to the 
streets chanting oatkmaflst slogans 
and "Aflaho Akbar ” 

Women and children buried stones 
at Israeli troops without hesitation, 
shouting at them “get out of here" in 
Hebrew. Tyres burned everywhere. 

Violence aba spread Monday in 
Israeli Arab towns, where a general 
strike was called by leaders of the 


800,000 Israeli Arab Citizens to pro- 
test the massacre and the shooting 
daubs of other Palestinians by sol- 
diears. 

Swastikas were painted on walls in 
the mixed Arab- Jewish city of Haifa, 
and 14 youths were reported wound- 
ed by police during day-long protests 
in the northern town of Nazareth. 

At least eight soldiers or police and 
two Israeli civilians were repotted 
injured by stones Monday in Gaza or 
inside brad, where protests by Arab 
citizens erupted in a half-dozen 
towns. 

In Nazareth, a group of American 
tourists was stranded briefly inside a 


King voices 
sorrow 

(Continued from page 1) 
wounded by bullets during the 
gun and knife attack. 

"Doctor's fear that the bullets 
may have severed nerves in his 
arms which may result in para- 
lysis.'’ the source explained. He 
said the photographer was the 
"most seriously wounded among 
the victims of the attack.” 
According to the source. His 
Majesty asked that “every posa- 
ble treatment be extended to the 
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Protests agaimt the i<J62 milit- 
ary takeover' and dcmottqntbns 
again st military rale in the rh<L 
1970s were either led or sop. 
portedtby students. La September 
1 1987, when thp government 
wiped put the entire savings of 
most* Burmese eliminated more 
SO per cent of (be money m 
circulation in a sadden tievahtt-. 
-two. of the *yat {the Burmese 
_ currency), students were- again 
the first to take to the streets. 

Then. inMarch 1988. ihcmffir- 
ary dictAiorship embarked on a 
tmttdeTOOj campaign that began 
when the army and police used 
guns and dubs tosappress anti- 
government demoonrarions. 
Within weeks a protest move- 
ment gained momentum, chum- 
natmg in a nation-witte uprising 
caning for the restoration of a 
parliamentary democracy. 
Thousands of demonstrators, 
many of them students, were 
killed, wounded, or tortured to 
death during the government 
crackdown.' 

Afraid for. their live* and vow- 
ing to continue fighting, about 
10,000 students and other activ- 
ists fled to the mountains border- 
ing Tbaflahd, China and India, 
where they took refuge with 
ethnic, insurjpfll groups. Hh by 
malaria and home«duiem, h»s- 
dreds returned home afterafew 
months, but it wasestimated that 
about4,000remainedina dozen 
different camps controlled by 
Karen, Mem and fcyah insurgent 
’ tribes: The Burmese army’s re-, 
cent .ofitensftc Jbas_sevmdy_ crfp-_ 
ptedthesegroups largely ignored 


A Karen soldier, from a tribe that has opposed the 
ti&enrMp far decades, guides student 


refugees down the River Moi, which marks the 
border with Thailand (WNL photo). 


•n3o^"TCtoy^lfinKtol oP^iyate 
r^ef ageedes have beestprovid- 
ing dm with rice, medieme and 
<«herJtwt*cs._ ■ 

■■Jbt&nc of these camps, shortly 
before; it was destroyed by the 
army^Imet qcveea l stodent swto 
hadpartiripated in the pro-demo- 
cracymovement. "When we ar- 
rived, weftadutHhEng,’’ recalled 
tr- former medical student who 
-was in charge of the c amp hospit- 
al. “There was no /Sttneture to 
waetTle «K-Tb« Karen he lped us, 

- but they have very little for them- 
selves- After several weeks we 
obtained blanket; and mosquito 
■rete-rll was the aid of the rainy 
season aod tins area is mosquito^ 

■ infested, : so almost everybody 
caughtraalaria. During the first 
six months over 20 students died, 
most from mabria:" ! ' 

Id thecamp hospital — a crude 
thaiched-roof: bamboo and plas- 
tic-sheeted shed — 25 young peo- 
ple are lying wrapped in thin 
blankets. One of them, a 20-year- 
old girl, is shivering with fever as 
an anti-malaria serum drips into 
her arm. Exhausted, she looks 
blankly at . visitors, not even 
'trying to smile. Even if .the army 
does not find her in this primitive 


cusp, she may rrtjVer see her 

family again. 

. ^ Jcobrion n rfiffiojlr to come to 
terms wrth.'““gtiice wc arrived 
here most of,m have been com- 
pletely put of touch with uur 
relatives. Our parents often 
ignore where we are. or whether 
we sre dead or alive. Wc do not 
due u> write to them. It is too 
dangerous. In the everting, under 
the blanket, we often think about 
them. .We hope they do not forget 
as. Wc get nostalgic. Then sleep 
comes." says a young student 
with emotion. However, some 
parous manage to get letters to 
their children via travellers. The 
letters all carry the same mes- 
sage: “Stay away where you are. 
do not come back." 

. . The fugitive students formed 
the . AH-Burma Students Demo- 
cratic Front to continue their 
opposition. They say they are 
ready for armed combat, 
although they have almost no 
weapons; most have undergone 
“defensive'! military training. 
Commenting on the group's 
goals. Tun Aung Gyaw, former 
chairman of the student front, ' 
explained: “We are spuggting for 
democracy and human ; rights 
against a mititary dictatorship. 

1 inside the country, political par- 
ties mid students also want dcino- 
raacy- and human rights. So we 
have the same goals, but different 
means- Inside they set up parties 
and make demands. We do not 
trust "the military, so we escaped 
to make our demands from the 
border. From here 'we can make 
our struggle known outside." 

' “Because parties and students 
art resisting peacefully inside, 
they can be arrested any time. To 
avoid arrest, they must often 
escape. Here, our first objective 
is to resettle fugitive students and 
ft; m ai nt a in student camps along 
fte border with whatever mate- 
rial we have. And then to prepare 
ourselves for the critical moment 
ami to help the majority of the 
people in Burma. By critical mo- 
ment, - we mean whea another 
popular uprising comes." 

Tun Aung Gyaw also explained 
the new convergence between the 
objectives of the students and 
those of the cltifttc minorities who 
suffered the brunt tOf the repres- 
sion since the military regime 
took over in the J960s: “One 
reason we came outiwas to know 


the feelings and goals of the 
minority groups. We were told by 
the government that the minor- 
ities wanted their own country, 
that they' \%ere separatists. Now 
that we are living with them, we 
know what their feelings and de- 
mands are. In fact they accept the 
idea of federalism.” 

The former student leader con- 
tinued, “We do political training, 
but we have no arms, only bam- 
boo weapons. We do basic milit- 
ary training in order to know how 
to survive if the army attacks. In 
our comps we adopted a military 
mode of administration because 
we need discipline. Every morn- 
ing we start with physical train- 
ing. Then we bathe and have a 
meal. After that we con study in 
the library or in the newly opened 
jungle university.” 

After dark, around the camp- 
fire, memories from the recent 
past come up. “Our revolution 
was non-violent,” recalls a 22- 
year-old student from Rangoon. 
"We knew we had to avoid pro- 
vocations that would have played 
into the hands of the government. 
We had teams of stewards re- 
; spcjh^etfqtf'd^cf control. Af- 
terthc'rea^Strofefln June 1988 of 
General Ne Win, the party chair- 
man, that of Maung Maung Kha's 
government in July, and chat of 
Sein Lwin's in August, we be- 
lieved we could win peacefully. 
But there were violent clashes on 
several occasions when angry 
crowds lynched suspected gov- 
ernment-paid agitators. Students 
also clashed with hungry local 
residents who tried to break into 
a food factory. There were also 
army provocations. Because the 
huge majority of demonstrators 
were peaceful, the military 
needed the situation to deterio- 
rate. Conflicts are inevitable, we 
could not control everything.” 

Another student adds: “Until 
and immediately after the coup, 
student and opposition leaders 
warned against provocations and 
called for peaceful demonstra- 
tions. When General Saw Maung 
took over (in September 19 88), 
he said the army had to assume 
power to prevent a breakdown ini 
law and order, but the real threat 
was the growing pressure of 
democratic forces on the exclu- 
sive power of the military. We 
understood too late that they 
would not easily relinquish a 


powerbase which took them 26 
years to consolidate.” 

“One cannot kill the people for 
their own good,” says a 24-year- 
old mathematics graduate from 
Rangoon. “One Sep. 18, the reg- 
ime showed its real nature. We , 
felt we had no other choice than 
taking up arms if we wanted to 
continue the struggle, if we 
wanted our friends, sisters or 
brothers who were killed before , 
pur eyes to not die in vain. It was ' 
hard to take this decision. Bui we i 
feel it was our duty. We are not 
soldiers, we are students. But 
what is the alternative? Going ' 
back, surrender and agree to . 
kneel down again? I hate violence 
but I am revolted, I still feel 
anger in my heart when I remem- 
ber the soldiers opening fire onto 
the unarmed crowd. If I had a ‘ 
choice, 1 mean an acceptable 
choice, I would prefer going back 
to Rangoon, to my family and my 
girlfriend, from whom I have not • 
beard for more than a year, and 
resume my studies." • • 

If most of those who have i 
decided to remain know why they ' 
are ekmg a tiring in-the jungle, 
'critic a few seem ’to see- dearly, , 
'tiotf to go f about opposing the 
government from their remote 
border camps. 

A recent gathering of students 
led to an innovative look at the 
dilemma of opting for armed 
sturggle or political opposition. 
For the first time some student 
leaders felt the need to develop 
grassroots political organisations. 
“We need to go into the villages, 
work with the people and help 
them organise before taking up 
arms," said a former student 
leader. “Meanwhile, we need 
arms to defend ourselves if the 
government attacks us. Militarily 
we don't have the slightest chance 
against the government army 
which has been fighting insur- 
gents for 40 years. Political work 
is needed first. It is the beginning 
of a long process.” 

(According to the latest reports 
from the Burmese-Thai border, 
most Karen and Mon rebel camps 
fell to the army, which was eager 
to make maximum gains before 
the elections scheduled for May. 
Most* student camps were also 
desfroyed. The survivors are 
again picking up the pieces and 
starting off from nothing).'' 


(Continued from page I) 

Other speakers, who represented 
various political groupings in the 
country, suggested the orga nisatio n 
of a demonstration in front of the 
American embassy in protest against 
the U.S. support of Israel. 

Unlike in last week's march to the 
bridge, the Muslim Brotherhood took 
pan in Monday's rally. In a brief 
speech Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Mi H&wamdeh urged the Arab lead- 
era to "formulate a strategy to liber- 
ate Palestine-” 

He said that his movement sup- 
ported the PLO as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Pal e sti n ia n peo- 
ple “ns long as iu kaderahip adhered 
to the original charter. 1 * 


The rally was preceded and fol- 
lowed by peaceful demonstrations, in 
which p a rt i cip a nts mainly young peo- 
ple, chanted slogans in support of 
armed struggle and criiicising Egyp- 
tian relations with Israel. “Listen 
listen (Iraqi President) Saddam (Hus- 
sein)... the voiee of the people will 
faint “ they shouted in a direct appeal 
to the leader, who will chair the next 
summit, to come out with effective 
resolutions. 

Chants of “Albbu Akbar" were 
beard along with nationalist and lef- 
tist slogans as demonstration! waved 
Jordanian, Palestinian and black ( Vp 
in commemoration of the martyred 
Palestinians. 
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Protesters take to streets 


(Continued from page i) 
the PAC in Amman defied calls 
from deputies and union leaden 
not to head towards the embassy 
and dashed with riot police who 
used tear-gas and batons m sepa- 
rate attempts to datpe ne the de- 
monstrators. 

In a statement broadcast on Jor- 
dan Television, the Ministry of 
Interior said that those who abuse 
the freedom to express “their anger 
would not be tolerated, especially 
when their actions do not conform 
with the law." 

“The ministry expresses deep re- 
gret that feelings of sofldariry with 
the Palestinian people could mm 
into outlawless at a time when all 
citizens have the right to express 
their feelings opinions quietly and 
orderly,'* the statement said. 

“The ministry would like to stress 


that security forces will not be 
lenient with whoever tries to divert 
the purpose of public protests from 
their noble causes," it added. 

Special security police blocked 
off ad toads leading to the Amer- 
ican embassy near near JabaJ Am- 
man’s Third Circle as the demon- 
strators chanted anti-Israeli and 
anti-American slogans and carried 
black flags, mooring the death of 
Palestinians who were killed by 
Israelis Sunday. Riot police were 
seen outside the major hotels in the 
capital in case other violent 
attempts were made against them. 

The Interior Ministry settlement 
said several de m o nst r a tions took 
place around the country, and they 
all ended peacefully except for the 
violence that marred a march in 
Beqaa refugee camp Monday even- 
ing (see fttB story on page 3K 


women. Reports listed at lesat 100 
wounded by plastic bulk's or live 
ammunition. 

Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 
the “strong regret of the Jorda- 
nian government *nH Us conde-. 
tn nation aad denunciation of 
thb criminal incident." 

“The government stresses^ 
Chat justice wffl take Its coarse 
and that it wfll deal whh ftrm- 
aesB any violation of the law 
and encroachment of the seem- 
ity of the Kingdom,** the 
spokrwnan aafal. 

Tourism Minister Abdul 
Karim Kaharfti toJd Petra that 
be was “very sorry «K»t this 
Incident took place.’* The 
ndnfater described the attack 
“an isolated incident,” 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nhation (PLO) Executive Com- 
mittee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbotold a press conference: 
“We strongly oppose and de- 
plore such acts. This b a conde- 
mned and suspicions mo tio n 
which aims at covering up the 
Israeli occupation’s crimes 
against our people.” 


Abed Rabbo outlines PLO vision 


(Continued from page I) 
Palestinian people and Arab 
national security or else the 
stitnnrit wfll be a total failure, 
which will encourage Israel to 
continue its expansionism.” 

Abed Rabbo disclosed that 
the PLO would ask for the 
revival and reactivation of the 
joint Arab Defence Pact and 
for an immediate meeting for 
the Arab Military Council. 

“The Arab summit is facing a 
real test,” be said. “We need a new 
kind of policy based on the defence 
of Arab n a t io n al interests... the 
summit is required to take practical 
steps to secure the implementation 
of the Joint Arab Defenoe Pact," 
he asserted. 

When asked if be implied that the 
PLO was reviving the armed strug- 
gle option. Abed Rabbo replied: 
“The PLO has never aboodooed 
the armed struggle option; it was 
the Arab countries who dro pped 
it." 

Consequently, the PLO will de- 
mand from the summit the reactiva- 
tion of the Joint Arab Defence Pact 
and for the Arab Military Council 
to meet," he said without further 
elaboration*. 

_ The PLO official, however, in- 
sisted that the organisation did not 
condone “individual acts" of vio- 
lence which distort the Palestinian 
people's just cause, strongly conde- 
mning the shooting in Amman 
yesterday of a number of tourists 
(aee box). 


He explained that the PLO was 
seeking collective Arab political, 
mititary and economic action and 
cooperation. “We ore talking about 
a different and more advanced form 
of cooperation and coordination on 
ail levels to face up to the chal- 
lenges," he said. “The Arabs 
should act as one bloc before it is 
too late...." 

In the course of his elaboration 
on specific steps the PLO expect e d 
from the Baghdad suimnit. Abed 
Rabbo made strong hints to the 
possible use of international econo- 
mic sanctions against Israel. 

He said that the Arab summit 
should seek to rally international 
support for measures against Israel 
similar to those applied to all coun- 
tries which violate international 
laws and human rights such as 
South Africa. 

Yet, in a more dramatic state- 
ment made by the man who ironi- 
cally heads the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the U.S. -PLO dialogue. 
Abed Rabbo implied that the orga- 
nisation expected the Arab coun- 
tries to use sanctions against 
Washington if need be. 

“Arab countries should use all 
their abilities, and potential, includ- 
ing economic, political and other 
measures, to defend Arab national 
security," he said in what appeared 
as an apparent allusion to the 1973 
Arab oO embargo. 

Abed Rabbo explained that the 
immediate task of the summit 
would be to make the world and 
particularly the U.S. accept the 
idea of sending international troops 


to the occupied territories to pro- 
tect the Palestinian people. ‘The 
summit has to endorse a dear Arab 
position vis-a-vis the U.S. which 
conveys to Washington that the 
only option is to secure internation- 
al protection for Palestinians in the 
occupied territories.” 

“It is dear obvious by now that 
the real obstacle towards securing 
international protection for the 
Palestinians in toe Israeli-occupied 
territories is the American posi- 
tion," Abed Rabbo said. 

“The PLO believes that the sum- 
mit is the Arab World’s last chance. 
We either endorse plans which me- 
asure up to the dangers and threats 
or else the next war will determine 
the region’s destiny under Amer- 


Abed Rabbo dismissed sugges- 
tions that toe perpetrator of the 
Sunday's massacre against Palesti- 
nians was mentally ffl. “He is one 
mad person who belongs to a mad 
group implementing a policy of 
total mad n ess,*" Abed Rabbo said. 
“In fact, the whole Israeli policy 
towards the Pa les ti n ians, especially 
since the eruption of the intifada, is 
one of sheer madness.” 

Towards the condurion of his 
conference, however. Abed Rabbo 
firmly asserted the PLO’s commit- 
meat to its 1988 peace strategy that 
aims at the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel. 

“Any one who asks us to drop 
our peace strategy is practically 
demanding us to abondon our 
national Palestinian goals," he said. 
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Ail out 
of danger 

(Continued from page 1) 


around 9 a.m. in a parking lot in 
front of the Roman 
Amphitheatre, where tourists 
were disembarking from buses 
after via ting a museum atop Jab- 
al AJ Qla. 

According to eyewitness 
accounts and official sources, the 
gunman initially opened fixe in 
the parking lot and when tourists, 
who were climbing down from 
three different buses panicked 
and retreated into the buses, the 
gunman followed them into one 
of the buses and continued shoot- 
ing. When he ran out of ammuni- 
tion, be pulled out a dagger and 
stabbed at least two, according to 
one account 

Further detailed accounts of 
the attack said the assailant was 
masked, and he jumped aboard 
as the bus, belonging to the Jor- 
dan Ex press Tourist Transport 
(JETT)* ca™ 6 10 a bah at the 

parking lot. “Shouting ‘in the 
name of the martyrs of Gaza, 1 the 
gunman threatened ‘anyone who 
moved,* and opened fire,” said 

one account given by an eyewitness. 
“He kept on firing until he ran out of 
a mm u ni tion, and then be pulled out a 
knife ami started stabbing. 

“By then, public had gathered, and 
the gunman rushed out of the bus, 
only to be caught by two tourist 
policemen and members of the pub- 
lic.*' said the witness. 

According to a Ministry of Interior ' 
spokesman quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, toe gunman 
opened fire at “a moving tourist bus.'* 

“After he empted the gun. be used 
a knife to continue the attack," the 
spokesman said. An eyewitness said 
the man. “apparently fearing that two 
of the people aboard the bus (who 
were in fact trying to bide behind the 
from rows) were coming at him. 
pulled out the knife and stabbed the 
two." 

All the injured, at least two of them 
with light wounds sustained when 
they feU down in tire bedlam to flee 
from the gunman, were immediately 
rushed to the Al Bashir Government 
Hospital. Five of them were dis- 
charged after treatment, and the 
other four, including a French woman 
' and 8 Jordanian photographer, were 
moved to King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre. 

Within less than half an hour after 
the attack, police patrol s were sent 
out after at least 34 JETT buses 
carrying tourists across the Kingdom 
to offer additional protection, said a 
police source. “AU hotels were also 
requested that they advise their fore- 
ign guests to stay indoors at least for 
tire day,” said die source, who spoke 
to the Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

One of the wounded in Monday's 
incident was Jordanian tour photo- 
grapher Maiwan Al Baba of Royal 
Tours, who sustained bullet injuries 
in both his elbows which he bad used 
as protection for his face, said a 
source close to the tour operators. 

The incident appeared not to have 
made any deni on the 35-strong 
French tourist group's enthusiasm to 
continue their trip. “Twenty -eight of 
them had lunch and continued their 
trip to the Dead Sea and desert 
nasties," said Faisal A wad, a spokes- 
man for Royal Touts. “They are 
determined to adhere to their sche- 
dule, which includes visits to Petra 
and Aqaba and will end their trip on 
May 26." Awad told the Jordan . 
Times. "TTiey see this morning's 
events as a ‘sorroful inckfent' and are 
t h a nkf ul for toe overwhelming coop- 
eration god assistance extended to 
them by the authorities as well as the 
care they received from the security 
forces." 

According to sources dose to toe 
tour operators, there were at least 
three children in the group, which 
arrived here May 18 and has already 
visited Jcrash and toe Dead Sea as 
well as Mount Ncbo and Madaba. 
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U.S.-Soviet trade relations 
snagging on political issues 


WASHINGTON (R) — Promis- 
ing trends in U.S.-Soviet trade 
are snagging on Moscow’s crack-' 
down against tbe Baltic inde- 
pendence movement and its fai- 
lure to ease emigration for minor- 
ities. 

Some U.S. government and 
private analysts say these hitches 
may be so serious they could 
thwart the signing of important 
economic treaties at next week’s 
summit between presidents 
George Bush and Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

The biggest prize is a trade 
treaty, which would grant Mos- 
cow coveted “most-favoured-na- 
tion“ (MFN) tarif treatment. 
New pacts on grain and shipping 
are also involved. 

"We are working at it, but it is 
up to the president to determine 
if they should be signed," said an 
official at the U.S. trade repre- 
sentative’s office. 

Bush has expressed unhappi- 
ness at Moscow's hardline reac- 
tion to independence drives in 


Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, 
saying “it has put some tension 
on the summit." 

But he has confined himself so 
far to appealing for a negotiated 
settlement and reff inedfiom im- 
posing any sanction on Moscow. 

The Soviet Union has also 
failed to live up to Bush adminis- 
tration expectations it would pass 
a new emigration law permitting 
its citizens to leave the country 
freely. 

The United States demands 
such a liberalisation as a precon- 
dition for waiving current U.S. 
restrictions on trade. 

The Soviet parliament was ex- 
pected to pass the law on May 22 
but has postponed action until 
May 31 — the day the summit 
begins, a State Department offi- 
cial said. 

“There are some rocky roads 
ahead on trade," said Margaret 
Chapman, director of the U.S.- 
USSR Trade Programme at the 
private American Committee on 
U.S.-Soviet Relations. 


“Regardless of tire situation in 
Lithuania, the president most go 
ahead, sign a trade agreement 
and grant most-favoured-nation 
status to the Soviet Union to level 
the playing field with our opposi- 
tion — the Europeans and the 
Japanese" Chapman said. 

She says both the United States 
and the Soviet Union need better 
trade ties with each other. 

Official estimates valued 1989 
U.S. exports to the Soviet Union 
at $4.3 billion. Imports from 
Moscow were $700 million. 

The bilateral trade agreement 
would pave the way for Moscow 
to acquire MFN trade' status, 
which would grant them the 
lowest U.S. tariff applied to any 
nation on most products. 

It would also allow Soviet bor- 
rowing from U.S banks and pro- 
vide some protection for Amer- 
icans investing in the Soviet 
Union. 

Other agreements at stake are 
a new five-year grain trade accord 
and a shipping pact that would 


allow cargo sharing between U.S. 
and Soviet ships. 

Agriculture Secretary Clayton 
Yeutter said he hoped die grain 
pact would be signed at the sum- 
mit, but added: "Lithuania has 
had a general effect on all the 
planning in the U.S.-Soviet area. 
It has simply affected the 
tnrnng. ** 

The grain pact would ensure 
that the Soviet Union, whose 
main imports are U.S. food 
items, buys at least 10 million 
tonnes of grains and oilseeds 
worth billions of doQats to Amer- 
ican farmers for five years start- 
ing next year. 

American businessmen want 
the economic pacts signed at the 
summit to create a framework for 
rapid trade expansion. 

“The chamber believes the 
Soviets have satisfied emigration 
requirements and trade relations 
should not be used as a weapon," 
said Willard Workman, an- offi- 
cial of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, a private business 
organisation. 


^%lianistan negotiates with IMF, 
411 for reconstruction funds 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan is 
negotiating with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) for help with the 
massive cost of rebuilding the 
country now entering its 
twelfth year of rivil war. 

“To be honest, all of them 
said wait and see. Up to now 
we've had no positive rep'y," 
Deputy Prime Minister Sayed 
Amen addin Amin, with over- 
all charge of the economy, told 
Reuters. 

Virtually cut off from the 
world since the war began, 
Afghanistan has been living off 
Soviet aid and Amin calculates 
it will take up to 10 years to 
reconstruct the economy at a 
cost of between $5 and $10 


billion. 

“It’s the same amount as 
total military supplies. It would 
be no problem for them (tbe 
countries supplying both sides 
with weapons to switch to aid) 
and it would be fruitful for 
Afghanistan." said the West 
German-educated former 
businessman. 

He was there just after 
World Warn. “I saw how the 
rebuilding of Germany was 
possible... it needed money 
and hard work." 

But one diplomat wanted, 
“international aid has its 
bounds and there is increasing 
competition for the money. 
The availability of funds does 
not get better the longer the 
war drags on." 


High hopes 

Amin has high hopes for the 
largely farm-based economy, 
predicting a 12 per cent rise in 
gross national product in 1990/ 
91 (March 21-March 20) after a 
drop of 7.1 per cent last year 
when Soviet troops withdrew. 

The forecast is based on 
hopes of better export per- 
formance and greater output of 
textiles and food. 

Amin has also freed some of 
the country's tough foreign ex- 
change controls by removing 
the requirement for exporters 
to sell up to 20 per cent of their 
earnings to the government at 
a fixed rate. 


r^ioria said to be winning 
liMrt markets after reforms 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afri- 
ca is winning new export markets 
as apartheid reform reduces poli- 
tical hostility overseas, a senior 
trade official said. 

Stef Naude, director general of 
the Department of Trade and 
industry, said reforms by .Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk had made 
exports “far easier" for the 
sanctions- hit economy. 

“Quite frankly our problem is 
not finding markets or prodaring 
the goods for those markets," he 
said in an interview. Lack of 
capital is usually tbe problem in 
new markets." 

He suggested this occurred 
commonly with new trade part- 
ners in Africa, China and Eastern 
Europe. Direct trade with these 
regions, long bastions of apar- 
theid opposition, was growing. 

Poland signed agreements with 
South Africa last month to buy 
2CC,UC0 tonnes of iron ore and set 
up a food venture which it said 
could soon reach a turnover of 
$200 million a year. 
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Pretoria this year opened a 
diplomatic mission in Budapest, 
its first such ties with an East 
European nation. 

South Africa was doing more 
business in Africa partly because 
of waning interest in the conti- 
nent from Western Europe, 
which was increasingly concerned 
with East European traded 

But it was also due to interna- 
tional goodwill created by de 
Klerk's reforms freeing black 
political activity, he said. 

Since February the government 
had had approaches from West 
European countries at ministerial 
level to establish joint ventures,. 
Naude said. 

It had also received trade de- 
legations from black Africa, in- 
cluding ones from strongly anti- 
apartheid countries. 

"They often complain that 
European countries have stripped 
them of their natural assets," 
Naude said. “So we try to make our 
trade with them mutually benefi- 
cial, because we as south Africans 


»u choose your own 
flation figure in Brazil 


By Michael Stott 
Reuter 


RIO DE JANEIRO — Ques- 
tion: How much did prices rise 
in Brazil last month? 

Answer: Between 1.70 per 
cent and 44.80 per cent, de- 
pending on whom you believe. 

Calculating inflation in Bra- 
zil, a country repeatedly bat- 
tered by hyperinflation, is an 
art rather than a science. 

President Fernando Collor 
de Mello’s government 
announced after taking office 
in March that it would no 
longer officially recognise any 
inflation index. 

“The government wanted to 
avoid having to index wages 
with prices, one of the main 
causes cf inflation in the past." 
rio- based economist Edmar 
3acha said. 

Since then Brazil has had a 
j free market in inflation figures, 
with more than a dozen 
choices. 

“The one thing there's no 
shortage of in Brazil is inflation 
figures," the newspaper Jomal 
do Brasil commented Friday. 

Collor has staked his credi- 
bility on choking off inflation, 
which was nearing an annual 
5,000 per cent when he took 


office. 

So it came as no surprise that 
after first claiming that April 
inflation was zero, he plumped 
for a figure at the Lower end of 
the range, 3.29 per cent. 

Employers, obliged until 
Thursday to index wages by 
the government-approved fi- 
gure, breathed a huge sigh of 
relief. 

Unions were less happy. 
They pointed out that the re- 
spected Brazilian geography 
and statistics institute had re- 
leased and April inflation fi- 
gure of 44.80 per cent. 

Although its figure is not 
strictly comparable — it re- 
flects price rises from mid- 
month to mid-month — it was 
still billed as an “April" figure. 

A typical mid-range number 
was the DSTPC index, used as 
the official inflation indicator 
between 1986 and 1987. It 
showed price rises of 14.67 per 
cent for calendar April. 

For most Brazilians, a more 
reliable indicator of the way 
prices are heading is the worth 
of Brazil's latest currency, the 
two-month-old cruzeiro. 

When Collor announced 
March 16 the drastic anti- 
inflation package that laun- 
ched tiie cruzeiro - — Brazil's 


fourth currency in four years 
— the black market dollar 
crashed from 80 to 35 cruzeiros 
overnight. 

Since then it has climbed 
steadily as public confidence in 
the government's ability to kill 
inflation waned. This week the 
U.S. currency sailed through 
the 80-cnizeiro barrier with 
ease to reach a peack of 90 on 
Thursday. 

“Tbe more the dollar rises, 
the clearer it is that public 
confidence in the government's 
ability to control inflation is 
waning," Bacha commented. 

If Brazil's inflation figures 
are confusing, the currency is 
more mysterious. 

It may be called the cruzeiro 
but banknotes have not yet 
caught up and are still de- 
nominated in the previous cur- 
rency, cruzados novos (new 
cruzados). There are even 
some notes in circulation from 
the currency before that, the 
cruzado. 

A cruzado movo is worth the 
same as the cruzeiro, but the 
old cruzado is only worth one- 
thousandth of a cruzado novo. 
So a basic rule of thumb is: The 
higher the denomination of the 
note, the less it is worth — 
until the currency changes 
again. 


This indirect intervention, 
including making state banks 
be more free with foreign ex- 
change to companies, has been 
partly responsible for this 
week's sharp rise in the afgha- 
ni to around 550 to the dollar 
from 700 two weeks earlier, 
Amin said. 

Bnt be would prefer to see 
less volatile changes on 
KabuFs money exchange 
bazaar, a warren of tiny offices 
next to tbe river. 

“We hope if we get financial 
aid from the ADB and IMF, 
we'll be in a position to keep 
rates stable,” he said predict- 
ing a rate of 50 .afghanis- to the 
dollar once the dvfl war ends. 


,r Sre here r 'On'tiiis continent fore- 
ver." 

Business with Eastern Europe 
and Africa together account for 
less than four per cent of Sooth 
Africa's total trade but private 
export promoter Safto, which 
works closely with Naude's de- 
partment, estimates East Euro- 
pean trade could jump tenfold to 
$950 million a year in five years. 

Safto said overall exports grew 
a real 8.5 per cent in 1989, helped 
largely by unusually high prices 
for ferroalloys. It estimated 2.8 
per cent growth in 1990 and 3.5 
per cent in 1991. 

Naude said joint ventures 
would play an increasingly impor- 
tant part in export growth. 

He cited a plan by Taiwanese 
'interests and South Africa's 
Samancor Limited Highveid Steel 
and Vandhxm Corporation Li- 
mited establish chromium and 
stainless joint ventures. The plan 
envisages a two billion rand ($760 
million) plant in South Africa 
capable of producing 300,000 ton- 
nes of steel a year. 


rail strike 


WARSAW (AP) — Government 
and solidarity officials appealed 
to railway workers in northwest- 
ern Poland Monday to end a 
strike, saying that meeting their 
pay demands would sabotage the 
nation's economic reform prog- 
ramme. 

An undetermined n um ber of 
workers halted rail traffic in the 
provinces of Slupsk and Koszalin 
near the Baltic coast Saturday 
night, joining about 35 colleagues 
who bad been on a hunger pro- 
test, some since May 10. 

On Monday, the labour action 
spread south to Pila, where em- 
ployees blocked an alternative 
route to Poland's busiest port of 
Szczecin, the official PAP news 
agency said. 

Railway workers in Inowroc- 
law, also south of the striking 
provinces, staged a four-hour 
warning strike Sunday night 
saying they would wait two days 
for talks. 

The government appeal to end 
the strike said: “A decision to 
satisfy the pay demands at pre- 
sent would make the entire eco- 
nomic programme collapse and 
mean the wasting of many 
months of effort by the whole 
society to put tbe country’s diffi- 
cult situation under control." 

The presidium of tbe solidarity 
national railway branch joined 
the call, saying strike actions “re- 
sult only in society’s indignation" 
and undermine efforts to “fulfill 
our just demands in the best 
way." 

The strikers seek pay increases 
of up to 110 per cent above the 
average monthly salary, now ab- 
out 750,000 zlotys ($79), and 
increased pensions, PAP said. 
They also are demanding removal 
of tbe management established 
by tbe ousted Communist govern- 
ment for the state-run railway, 
and changes in the organisation. 

A meeting of the strike com- 
mittee and the railway manage- 
ment in Warsaw ended Saturday 
without result, PAP said. 

Workers appealed to Prime 
Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki to 
send a representative to Slupsk' 
for talks. 

“We assure you that we are not 
trying to slow down reforms," a 
representative, Zbigniew Smy- 
kowsld, told Polish radio. “We 
‘went too far to stop now. We 
want our enterprise reformed and 
that’s what we are fighting for 
first of aB.” 


‘China ends austerity 
plan, begins reforms’ 


PEKING (R) — China has ended 
a 20-month austerity programme 
and is willing to risk inflation as it 
rebuilds its battered industries, a 
senior Chinese economist said 
Monday. 

La Yonghua, a division chief at 
tiie state commission for restruc- 
turing the economy, also told 
Reuters some key market- 
oriented reforms — neglected af- 
ter last year's military crackdown 
— will be resumed. 

“We can say our policy ' of 
tightening credit has already 
come to a full stop," said Lu, vfrho 
works directly under Premier Li 
Peng in one of China's most 
powerful economic think-tanks. 

Western diplomats said Lu’s 
comments were a sign orthodox 
Marxist economic doctrines were 
losing pre-eminence and that 
free-market ideas were cautiously 
emerging. 

Since Premier Li launched the 
austerity drive in late 1988, it has 
succeeded in dragging down infla- 
tion from a nationwide average of 
18 per cent in 1989 to 4.6 per cent 
in April this year. 

But it has also caused slack 
market demand, an industrial 
slump, falling labour productivity 
and has cost the government 
heavily in subsidies to insolvent 
state-run firms and payments to 
swelling ranks on unemployed. 

“The next phase in our de- 
velopment is to solve tbe prob- 
lems caused by the austerity prog- 
ramme," said La in an interview. 
He is currently mapping oat Chi- 
na's next five year economic plan 
from 1991 to 1996. 

Reflation has already begun, 
he said. The country's top four 
banks lent 25 billion yuan ($5.3 
billion) to industry in tbe first 
quarter of tins year. 

Consumer demand will be 
stimulated by low interest rates, 
and extra loans will be granted to 
major companies currently hob- 
bled by debts, Lu said. 

Privately-owned rural enter- 
prises — the powerhouse of Chi- - 


na’s economy before about 20 per 
. cent or some 800,000 went out of 
business last year — are aim to be 
encouraged, he added. 

He predicted that with these 
measures, China should be able 
to attain a five per cent increase 
in industrial output value this 
year compared with last.. The. 
state’s target is around six per 
cent. 

“Inflation will probably in- 
crease but I think we will be able 
to keep it under 10 per cent for 
the year,” said Lu. 

. Foreign investors and bankers 
have remained cautious over Chi- 
na in recent months because -of 
misgivings on the strength of the 
economy and the neglect of free- 
market reforms. 

Many such reforms — especial- 
ly price reform — were cham- 
pioned by former Communist 
Party Chief Zhao Ziyang, ousted' 
last year after bring blamed for 
inflation and being too soft on tbe 
pro-democracy protests which en- 
ded with an army crackdown in 
Peking last June. 

But La said price reform is 
once more to be pushed through, 
although at a slower pace than 
under Zhao. 

<c We are definitely going to 
reform prices but not in one leap 
— iust gradually," Lu said. 
“Vietnam did it in one leap and got 
about 1,000 J5er cent inflation." 

Lu said it wduid take five to 10 
years for China to etinrinate a 
“two-tier” system under which 
some prices are kept artificially 
low by state subsidies while 
others are set by market forces. 

“In the end, there must be one 
price in China and that price must 
be the market price," said Lu. 

He said more than SO per cent 
of prices in China are already 
decided outside state control. 

China says price reform is 
essential to make its industries 
competitive, rationalise distribu- 
tion of scarce resources and avoid 
waste of raw materials kept cheap 
by state subsidies. 
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Monday, May 21, 1990 
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U.S. dofar 
Pound Sterling 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6930/40 

1.1775/85 

1.6580/85 

1.8640/50 

1.4165/75 

34.24/29 

5.5875/5925 

1220/1221 

153.33/43 

6.0465/0515 

6.4285/4335 

6.3230/80 

373.35/65 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks were down at the dose but off their lows as 
most buyers and sellers watched from the sidelines. The Nikkei 
index ended 248.67 down at 31,765.05. 

SYDNEY — Banking stocks and leading blue chips were marked 
down in a bearish market. The All Ordinaries Index finished 20.1 
off at 1458.0. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended firmer with trade slowing to a 
crawl. The Hang Seng Index dosed 4.93 up at 2,930.83. 

SINGAPORE — Strong buying from foreign fund managers sent 
the Straits Times Index up 18.11 to 1,570.99. 

BOMBAY -— Good corporate results boosted tbe Bombay Stock 
Exchange Index 13.28 points to 780.3. “The market has, at least 
momentarily, stopped worrying of war," a broker commented. 

FRANKFURT — Worries about interest rates and German 
monetary union overshadowed positive corporate news. The Dax 
Index, which gained Friday after eight consecutive losses, 
resumed its slide, dosing 32.41 points lower at 1,811.18. 

ZURICH — The SPI Index lost 4.2 points to 1.127.1 m quiet 
trade. 


PARIS — French shares lost ground early in the day and 
recovered only partly in tbe afternoon. The CAC-40 Index lost 
7.96 points to 2,092.21. 

^d m ar hin market as Wall Street 
revered from early losses. The FTSE Index gained 13 points to 

aw* tiie dollar were stronger, boosting 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 22, 199# 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is a wonderful cjay.fbr arriving at 
long range decisions that can affect 
your future. Your desire to have 
everything bn a very meticulous 
and detailed basis should be work- 
rag well for yon now. - 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Discuss at length and from all 
angles whatever new arrangements 
you wish to make that wiO enhance 
your present affairs and make 
them solid mid secure. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find out from one who has con- 
siderable power just what that per- 
son win do to aid you to advance 
your plan to have a greater abund- 
ance and to spare what is yours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consult with a long term associate 
what new ideas be or she has that 
yon can use to advance yourself. 
Tonight do something to entertain 
a partner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) An export can show you 
how to utilize something of a mod- 
ern and inventive nature to im- 
prove your work load. Get your 
health in better shape. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
one of importance who can be 
befpftiF to join yon in 'tome plea- 
sure you: know -very well and in a 
good humor that person reteases 
benefits you desire. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are- many things to be 


done for your home or your family 
and tins is a perfect day to do them 
and to improve conditions at your 
own dwelling. 

r.imtA i (September 23 to October 
22) Confer with congenial compan- 
ions what entertainments they- 
would most tike to eqjoy witb'ypu 
anH then make appointments and 
have a good time tonight. • 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider wdl today the. 
financial and other practical needs 
and wants of members of your 
family and do what you can da to 
make them a reality for them. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Personal longings 
that obsess you are quiddy aided if 
you wDI get in touch with friends 
who understand how best to aid 
you to attain them. 

CAPRICORN: (December -22. to 
January 20) The best way for. you 
to get out from under some res- 
tricting condition is to gel,_one of 
considerable know-how to dueyou 
in on best way. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If you let one who has 
made a sueess of proven conditions 
know of your new and unusual 
ideas, you can find out how best to 
combine tbe old and the new. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Bring a private wony into the 
open and you will find it is not as 
serious or difficult to overcome -as 
you bad anticipated it being. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Let’s compromise. You can still 
be unromantic, but do it in 
a romantic way.” 



Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form tne surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: JEWEL BUMP DARING POUNCE 
Answer Whal a marriage certificate should be written 
on— "BOND" PAPER 


THE Daily Crossword,, 


Mwtha J. Da Witt 


ACROSS 
1 Do in a fly 
5 Top of a wave 
10 Bark cloth 

14 HI city 

15 Dfka 

16 Due 

17 Glacial ridges 

18 Modify 

16 Author Ayn 
20 Tumultuous 


22 Subtle 

23 Orient 

24 Not now 

25 Safe’s 
associate 

28 Uttered back 
talk 

32 Divorced 
34 Seasonal 
wind 

37 Peer Gynt'S 
mother 

38 Sheepish 
40 Poor grade 
42 Storm 

45 Mora facile 
48 Yelkwjacket 
50. imparts 
51 Exclamation 
of Impatience 
54 Mimicked 

56 Unsealed 

57 Storms 

63 Rhythmic 
swing 

64 River to the 
Missouri 

65 Stir 

68 Guthrie 

67 Cut 

68 Give' off 

69 Space 

70 WUte 
allowances 

71 Places 

DOWN 

1 Performance 

2 Hope 

3 Jal — 

4 Downpour* 

5 Scratches 

6 Sands 


aaaaa aaaa 

ann m 



Ptno T<anme Uacsa Stnlcas: 
MWenuRtMrvwJ 

8 Put Into nr 

rhapsody jl. 

9 Spreads hay [£. 

10 Storm ^ 

11 Be In store for It 

12 Eng. money 

13 Snake f? 

21 Put on cargo Hr 

24 Hugo's 
Mlserabies” K* 

25 Backyard bath Ji 

26 Oven . L2 

27 Nobel chemlat ■ 

29 Organic |B 

compound MU 

30 Offspring. fn" 

31 Snicker- — jvr 

33 Portal lid 

K Norse deity 

36 Lack 4a 

39 Erich - 47 ; 

Stroheim 

41 Hesttatory 49 1 

sounds ' si | 

43 Specter 52 | 


Saturdays Puzzle Strived: 
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*4 — now, brown 53 


Author Waugh. 
Calms with ~. 
dregs ■ 

Goal 

Kind of hear-: 

Mr. Agnew 
Telephone.-- 


-85 Wharvwh -y 

57; Party .giver 
5Mddfr.v-v 
59. Carry--.' -L- 
on fjs 

60 AK nail 
-61 WdacKi 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


U TANHAH HUtSOH 


DDPUCATE OS SUBBEST 


Boih vulnerable. Sooth deals. 

■ NORTH - 
' * 753 * 

«? Q 9 4 2 
4 1(4. 

4 AX 5 ■ . 

WEST." 1 EAST 

* IS 6 4 ' ♦ Q J 9 S 

^17" 9(5 - 

0 J7 - 0 Q W953 2 

*Q 

SOUTH . " 

-= *' A JC 2 ' -■ ’ - ■ 

j ..." 

OAK 
*,7 43 * • 

Thebuidtat: - 

Santt Wat . North East 
1-9 : Tim -•* 2 9 Fn 
4 9 ISna F» Fw ; 

opening lipid; Jiicfc 0* ♦ 

■ Stady fln*.haed, dam ufi os what 
you think, the resnh should be at 
d up tto Be and to. robber bridge. Sag* 
gert i fine of play, hi each form, of 
the game. 

■ Another auction that depends oa 
staple arithmetic. After North's 
two-heart Jnd, Souths hand is. 
■wwih 20 pohas and. eves if North 
baa a dead atafahlin for a single 
pita* there, at* mf Poeat combined 
«an4< m ai ttfc g Aot at game. . 

• Ob to the top of the class If fob 
K uiaeg gdtlUtt, at d upl icate, g ee h r- 


er shooid go down one trick, but 
Smith can gua ra n te e 10 tridu at 
robber bridge. The great disparity 
b c nwxo (fame remits is that dupli- 
cate pays handsomely for over- 
tricks, whereas rubber bridge does 
mt. . 

- At dupficate, declarer should win 
the first dab trick and, despite (be 
appe ar a nc e of the queen, run the 
nine of hearts. As the cards Be, that 
lose* to the king and the ten of dubs 
■ coiner bade. East rtrffc *way the ace 
and, as long as East careftiDy jetti- 
sons one of his spade honors to 
aBcnr West to wm the third spade 
with the ten, declarer must srffl lose 
a trick in each black suit. 

At rubber bridge, declarer wins 
the opening lead and immediately 
plays a trump to the ace and Booth- 
m. No maacr how the hearts lie, 
declarer »*" lose no more A«n one 
trick in each suh | i r | ? (fr^ n t c >, H! t 

Whey aot play that way at dupli- 
cate? The chances of the tramp fi- 
nest working are 50 pe r c en t, 

. whereas -a $-l 4ob break occurs 
<in3yaac in J6 rimes. And if, indeed. 
East holds a xmgtaoo dub, that de- 
fender is far more K kri y to bold 
crump length, head e d by die king. 
Therefore, the finesse is well worth 
cherish. 


RAINBOW 


Td: 625155 


DIRTY HARRY 


ITT 


Steinlager 2 nears 
victory in yacht race 


LONDON (R) — Steinlager 
Two, a red-hulled ketch from 
New Zealand. looks set to sweep 
to victory m toe southern English 
port of Southampton Tuesday 
morning after one of the world’s 
most arduous yacht races. 

“Short of being t&mastod, the 
trophy's theirs,” said a spokes- 
woman for the 33,000-mile Whit- 
bread Round the World Yacht 
Race, whose sixth and final leg 
ends in Southampton. 

On Monday morning StemU- 
ger Two, captained by Peter 
Blake, was about 35 hours ahead 
overall of another New Zealand 
ketch, Fisher A Paykcl, with 210 
idles of the last leg to go. 

The two ketches, with their 
extra speed advantage, have 
dominated the nine-smith race 
with organisers praising their im- 
maculate preparation and skilful 
crewing. 

Third place is likely to be 
«n« rched by Switzerland's Pierre 
FdUmann and his sloop merit 
which Monday was managing to 
fend off British challenger Lawrie 
Smith in Rothmans. 

As the sun rises Steinlager Two 
will sail np the English Channel 
ami into Southampton water and 


a champagne reception. 

The taring yachts just need a 
strong southeasterly wind to send 
them racing past die finish line, 
where an enthusiastic crowd of 
well-wishers is expected. 

A dramatic air-sea rescue was 
mounted Sunday to reach one 
co mpeti tor who was seriously ill 
on his yacht more than 500 oaks 
off toe southwest coast of Britain. 

Yachtsman Andrew Dibsdall, 
suffering from a kidney problem, 
was recovering in hospital 
Monday. . 

It was not the first setback of 
the race in which three people 
have died. A Soviet skipper 
hanged himself in Uruguay; a 
Swedish yachtsman was killed in 
a motorcycle accident and a Bri*. 
ton died after being knocked 
overbroad. 

It is the fifth and longest Whit- 
bread race with 23 yachts in- 
volved. BUkc will be toe first 
skipper to win aU the legs. 

The ail-feoiale-crcwed British 
entry Maiden, skippered by 26- 
year-old Tracy Edwards, is ex- 
pected to arrive Thursday night 
or Friday morning. It is the first 
rime an all-female crew has taken 
part in the race. 


Robson names English 
World Cup players 


LONDON (R) — Defender 
Mark Wright, who missed the last 
World Cap finals because of a 
broken leg. won his battle for 
selection for Italy Monday when 
England man age r Bobby Robson 
named his 22-man squad. 

The inclusion of Wright had 
been toe biggest uncertainty as 
Robson prepared to announce his 
squad a day before England's 
penultimate warm-up match, 
against fellow World Cup quali- 
; tiers Uruguay. 

As expected, David Seaman, 
who joined Arsenal last week for 
£1.3 million ($2.2 million) was 
preferred to Chelsea’s Dave 
Beasant as third choice goalkeep-. 
er behind Peter Shilton and Chns 
Woods. 

As expected, midfielder Trevor 
Steven and forward Steve Bull 
won toe vote over Arsenal pair 
David Rocastle and Alan smith 

Tespectively. 


ah, where he partnered Adams 
against the Irish and Dutch, was 
45 minutes as s»twritnfi- in iwt 
month's game against Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

But that was enough to con- 
vince Robson that he should go to 
Italy. 

England fly to Sardinia Friday. 
They will play the first stage, 
against toe Netherlands, Ireland 
and Egypt, in the island's capital, 
Cagliari 

Robson will take with him a 
well-balanced squad that boasts 
form, flair and experience. 

“The mix between the experi- 
enced players and the young play- 
ers is very, very good,” Robson 
said. 

Steven, one of four Glasgow 
Rangers players mw^i, is among 
11 survivors from toe Mexico 
World Cup, w hile Shilton, cap- 
tain Bryan Robson and defender 


,iTP i 


out of the side in England's qual- 
ifying campaign, was still. await- 
ing toe remits of a hospital check 
on a severely bruised thigh before 
being sure of bis ticket to Inly. 

“We have to make sure it is not 
a long-term injury and T hope to 
have the result later today,” said 
Robson who was keeping Arsen- 
al’s Tony Adams on standby in 
case Wright was not fit. 

Wright’s only action since toe 
1988 European championship Sa- 


fer the 1982 finals. 

.. The newest recruit is Aston 
Villa’s David Platt, who has im- 
pressed Robson since England 
qualified.'. 

Midfielder Nefl Webb, who has 
missed six internationals since 
rupturing an achilles tendon 
playing against Sweden last 
Se pt ember, proved his fitness by 
helping M a n c hes te r United to 
win toe F.A. Cup against Crystal 
Palace last Thursday. 


Two Germanys move 
closer to united team 


DEAD POOL 


BONN (R) — With East and 
West Germany striking a deal to. 
set up a muted German soccer 
league, it is looking more Kkely 
by toe day that toe 1992 Baredo- 
na Olympics wffl witness toe birto 
of an aQ-Gennany sporting super- 
power. 

The two states’ soccer federa- 
tions agreed last week to merge 
tbeir organisations by April 1992 
and start all-Germany cham- 
pionships and cup competitions in 
the 1992/3 season. 

With the treaty to merge the 
two states’ economies hastening 
moves towards political unifica- 
tion, athletes and sports officials 
realise they can expect to march 
into Barcelona’s Montjuich 
Olympic stadium under one flag. 

Leading swimming stars, who 
| in the first months after the Ber- 
ta Wafl crumbled last November 
were sceptical about a joint team, 
now agree the move is inevitable. 

“Whether we like it or not 
there will be one team in Barcelo- 
na, Efttt German swimmer N3t 
Rudolph said recently. 

East and West Germany en- 
tered combined teams at - toe 
1956, i960 and 1964 Olympic* but 
have competed separately since 
1968. 

East Germany alone took toe 
second highest numb er of gold 
medals it the 1988 Seoul Olym- 
pics and a united German team is 


sure to threaten the traditional 
dominance of the Soviet Union 
and United States. 

The decision to merge soccer, 
toe two states’ most popular 
sport, could not come soon 
enough for East German dubs 
straggling to keep their bank 
balances out of the red and stop 
top stars heading West. 

Some say 1992 is not soon 
enough. With political parties 
keen to bold &D -Germany elec- 
tions during 1991, it could be that 
the East German federation win 
still be bolding league and cup 
events when the East German 
state no longer ex i sts. 

“The best players have already 
gone West," said Bcrad Stangc, 
coach of East German dub Jena. 

“The one chance we had to 
stop the exodus was to merge the 
leagues in the 1991/2 season. If it 
does not happen until 1992/3 then 
our league will just be full of 
second-rate players next sum- 
mer” 

East Germany still plan to 
compete in the qualification 
rounds for. the 1992 Europ ea n 
soccer championship with their 
own team because of commercial 
deals they have already signed. 

The two Germanys have been 
d ra wn in toe same group for die 
qualification matches which start 
later this year. 


Rainey wins 
motorcycle 
grand prix 

M1SANO ADRIATICO, Italy 
(R) — World championship lead- 
er Wayne Ramey of toe United 
States grabbed his third 500 cc 
win of the season Sunday when 
He triumphed in the Italian 
motorcycle grand prix after the 
race was stopped and then res- 
i tarted because of rain. 

Organisers red-flagged the race 
at toe hairpin-strewn Misano 
track two thirds of the way 
through. Riders later completed 
it with another 11 laps. 

American Kevin Schwantz 
cleared the fi n i sh line on his 
Suzuki ahead of Rainey but came 
in second on overall timings, two 
seconds behind his compatriot. 
Michael Doohan of Australia was 
third on a Honda. 

Rainey’s victory on a Yamaha, 
following wins in the Japanes e 
and U.S. grands prix, stretched 
his points tally to 77 »gpiW tote 
50 of hi* nearest rival, Australian 
Wayne Gardner. 

Honda-rider Gardner, who 
raced despite breaking a rib in a 
collision with Frenchman Christ- 
ian Sarron in Saturday’s practice, 
came borne m fourth place after 
briefly leading the second race in 
light rain. 

It was toe second year naming 
that rain stopped die grand prix 
at Misano. Last year the world's 
top riders pulled out of the race 
when organisers stopped it, then 
restarted it in driving rain. 

Italian (tier Francesco Chili, 
third in the world standing? and 
the winner here last year, had his 
ambitions swiftly cut short his 
time. 

He raced no further than the 
first bend of toe first lap where he 
slid off toe track and fell off his 
bike, unhurt, after he and 
Doohan touched as they took the 
curve. 

Rainey, buoyed by a two- 
second lead on Schwantz earned 
before the red flag, took no risks 
in an aggressive second race on 
the wet circuit. 

“I couldn’t accelerate very 
hard, the front was skiddy on the 
wet,” he said. “I think everybody 
knew what they had to do. I knew 
I had two seconds.” 

Organisers staged the restart 30 
minutes after the red flag to allow 
riders to change to wet-weather 
tyres after a sudden, brief drizzle. 

S chwantz, among the top races 
wbq boycotted- last year’s restait 
‘at Misano, arafaimed the dedaoa 
to interrupt the event this time*. 


Bugno 
extends lead 

MOUNT VESUVIUS, Italy 
(AP) — Eduardo Chozas of 
Spam moved into second place in 
the Tour of Italy cycling race 
Sunday, wanting the third stage 
and moving to within 43 seconds 
of overall leader Gianni Bugo. 

Bugno, who won the {rink 
jersey of the overall leader in 
Friday’s opening stage, finished 
second Sunday, 26 seconds be- 
hind Chozas. The perfor m ance 
extended his overall lead from 
one second, which he held over 
Thierry Marie of France after 
Saturday's leg. 

Chozas of Spain averaged 37.4 
KFH (23.4 MPH) over the 190- 
kilometre (119-utile) stage from 
Sala Consffina to the famous vol- 
cano Mourn Vesuvius. By the 
time Chozas and Stefano 
Graham of Italy readied toe 
base of the final dunb, they had a 
1 mi nu t e and 42-second advan- 
tage over the pack, putting them 
in the overall lead. 

But Bugno broke from the 
pack se ven kilometres (4 miles) 
from toe finish anA caught ei gh t 
of the nine riders ahead of him. 

Cbozas's finished eight seconds 
ahead of Portuguese Acado Da 
Silva. 

Piotr Ugrumov of die Soviet 
Uraon was f o ur th, eight seconds 
later, followed by Spain's Marino 
Lejaxreta and Daniel Steiger of 
Switzerland, who moved into 
third place overall, 57 seconds 
back. 

D efe nd in g champion and Tour 
De France runner-up Laurent Bg- 
noo stayed within striking db- 
tance of Bugno most of the stage 
but was unable to keep pace in 
toe find dunb, finishing 13to in 
stage, 65 seconds behind Chozas. 

Fignon is. fourth overall, one 
minute, eight seconds behind 


Barnes betters world 
record in shot put 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Amer- 
ican Randy Barnes stole toe show 
at toe Los Angeles Invitational 
Athletics meeting when he set a 
world shot record of 23.12 metres 
with a kss-than-perfed throw 
Sunday. 

“Technically it was not a per- 
fect throw. The release did not 
feel solid,” Barnes said of has 
second throw of the day. 

But the throw was good 
enough to break East German 
Ulf Ttmmennum’s two-year-old 
mark of 23.06 metres and bring 
the crowd of 5,600 to their feet. 

“I knew I was ready tins time. 
My fim throw was the best open- 
ing I ever had,” said the 23-year- 
old Barnes, a silver medallist at 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Barnes, who collected a 
SS0.000 bonus for setting a world 
record, has now set his rights 
even farther. 

“Now that I have this record, 
80 feet (24.3m) seems a whole lot 
more believable to me,” said 
Barnes, who also bolds toe world 
indoor mark of 22.66 metres. 

In other events overshadowed 
by Barnes's world record, doqble 
Olympic champion Roger King- 
dom took the lead late in 110- 
metre hurdles and held on to 
edge Tome Campbell in 13.37 
seconds. Campbell docked 13.47 
and Arthur Blake was third in 
13.57 

“Fzn still a little off my form, 
but I feel very relaxed,” Kingdom 
said. 

Danny Everett, a bronze 
medallist at toe Seoul Olympics, 
turned in the second fastest 400 
metres in toe world this year to 
win toe event in 44.72 seconds.- 
Jamaica’s Bert Cameron was. 
second in 45.67 and Otis Dixon 
docked 47.97 for third. 

“It was tee fastest opening 400 
of my career,” Everett said. 


Pattisoe Plummer easily won 
toe ifaiggish women's mbe by 
more than four second with a 
time of 4:29.54. 

The race was expected to be far 
more competitive with the pre- 
sence of world record bolder 
Paula Ivan of Romania. 

But Ivan turned in one of toe 
most disappointing performances 
of jhe meeting as she trailed 
badly t hr o ugh out toe race and 
finished a distant fifth at 4:38.32. 

Joe Falcon finished a second 
ahead of U.S. record holder 
Steve Scott to take the men's mile 
in 3:56.22, Doug Padilla was third 
in 3:57.42. 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil, Amer- 
icans dominated the opening 
grand prix meeting of the outdoor 
athletics season Sunday with 
Danny Harris leading the way 
with a Mazing victory in the 400- 
metres hurdles. 

Harris turned in the fastest 
400-metre h unites in the world 
this year with his 48.13 second 
victory at Sao Paulo's Ibirapucra 
stadi um . 

Harris was more than a full 
second faster than compatriot 
Kevin Young who was second in 
49.23, wdl ahead of Senegal's 
Olympic silver medallist Amadou 
Dia Ba, who finished seventh in 
50.70. 

Cuban athletes, who arrived 
only an hour before the meeting 
after flying all night, managed 
two victories. Roberto Hernan- 
dez won the 400 metres in 45.44 
seconds and Isel Lopes took the 
women’s javelin with a 65.48- 
metre t hrow . 

But Javier Sotomayor, the 
world’s top high jumper, came up 
three centimetres short of Amer- 
ican winner Hollis Conway’s 2.33 
jump. Sotomayor’s best jump of 
2.30 metres left him tisd fir 
second with Americas Jerome 


Carter. 

And Cuban track star Ana 
Qttirot, raced number one in the 
world in the women’s 400 metres, 
finished a disappointing fifth with 
a time of 51.82 seconds. Amer- 
ican Rochelle Stevens won the 
event in 51.01. beating Brazilian 
Maria Magnolia Figneiredo, 
whose 51.11 seconds bettered her 
previous South American record 
of 51.32 seconds. 

Local fans got a thrill when 
1984 Olympic 800 metres cham- 
pion Joaqnim Cruz won toe event 
in 1:4632 accompanied by enthu- 
siastic shouts of “Brazil Brazil” 
from the partisan crowd of 
17,000. 

American athletes also demon- 
strated their dominance of the 
sprints. 

Mark Witherspoon won the 
men's 100 metres in 10.44 
seconds, beating Nigeria’s Chidi 
Imoh who clocked 10.52. 

Witherspoon's countryman 
Floyd Heard took the 200 metres 
in 20.51 to beat local favourite 
Robson Caetano Da Silva, who 
clocked 20.71. 

American Dannette Young 
won toe women’s 100 metres and 
200 metres in 11.54 seconds and 
23.02 seconds, respectively and 
her compatriot Lavona Martin 
took the women's 100 metres 
hurdles in 13.16. 

The Soviet Union’s Oleg Prot- 
senko came np with the best 
triple jump of toe year. He won 
with a leap of 17.58 metres to 
beat the 17.07 of countryman 
Nikolai Musiyenjko. Cuban 
Lazaro Betancourt was third at 
16.94. 

Olympic 5,000-metres cham- 
pion Br a him Boutayeb of Moroc- 
co pulled ahead of American 
Sidney Maree on the final lap to 

tain ii\E ra ' Z: r < . . 
finished second in j 3;*1 v.iS 


Austria plus tap** 

on new striking pair 


VIENNA (R) — Tom Poister 
almost walked off the pitch be- 
fore the tie in which he played the 
best game of his career and 
steered Austria into the World 
Cup finals. 

The contro v ersial strike^ was 
booed by a 60,000 crowd when 
his name was antmnnagri in toe 
team for Austria’s decisive final 
qualifying match against East 
Germany lari November. 

But toe fickle s u ppo r ter s * ire 
soon turned to enthusiariic cheer- 
ing as Polster hit a hat-trick to put 
bis team into the finals for the 
first tune since 1982. 

"When they booed me I felt 
really miserable and wanted to 
walk off," he said. “But then I 
said to myself I would prove them 
all wrong — and I did." 

Now Austria’s soccer fans, who 
not long ago were accusing Pok- 
ier of inconsistency and lack of 
motivation, are relying o n turn 
and his newly discovered strike 
partner Gerhard Rodax to spear- 
head their bid for glory in Italy. 

Born in Vienna where he be- 
gan his career with Austria Vien- 
na, the 1.86 metre-tall Bolster 
was top scorer in the national 
nnder-21 league when he was 
only 16. 

At 18 he was promoted to the 
Austria Vieiras senior team. He 
quickly began to show the kind of 
talent and direct drive winch de- 
serve higher recog ni tion and was 
called into tire national team soon 
after. 

A prolific scorer with an in- 
stinct for finding o p e nin gs. Poin- 
ter hit 119 goals in 148 matches 


for Ausfria Vienna and in 1987 
was unlucky to be robbed of the 
'golden boot* as Europe’s top 
s corer by what has since been 
proved to have been the manipu- 
lated achievements of Rodion 
Camataru in Romania. 

But while he shone in domestic 
dub football Bolster’s interna- 
tional form was dogged by incon- 
sistency and his outspokenness 
rejection of criticism made him 
tile player Austrian fans loved to 
hate. 

When he left Austria to join 
Torino in Italy in 1987, many fans 
took malicious delight in his fai- 
lure to shine immediately. 

Hb moves to Ascona and later 
Seville in Spain were seen by 


many as a passage towards obli- 
vion. But Polster proved them 
wrong and this season with Sevil- 
le he has again been one of the 
highest-scoring players in 
Europe. 

Always backed fay team mana- 
ger Josef Hickersberger, Polster 
paid back toe confidence not only 
with .his three goals against East 
Germany, but also when he and 
Rodax turned an abysmal per- 
formance by toe team in a warm- 
up against Spain into a 3-2 win. 

Polster will marry his girlfriend 
of many years a few days before 
the national squad travel to their 
final training camp before Italy in 
a ceremony that promises to be a 
big event in Vienna. 




RENT* SALE 

Furnished or' 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Atidoun and maty other loca- 
ls. 

f mors Information 
p l o w aril 
AMoun Reel Estate 



FOR RENT 

Super deluxe apartment, newly furnished, consists of 4 bed- 
rooms. 3 bathrooms, large salons, modem kitchen, small 
garden. The building has a guard and a lift. Location: Shmeisani 
near Tyche Hotel. 

To!: 673444 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished And Untarnished Apartments 

Studio - One bedroom - Two bedrooms and Three bedrooms. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: a Jabai Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles 
* Shmeisani near Birds’ Garden. 

Owner tol: 641443 - 642351 - 667862 


FURNISHED APT. FOR RENT 

European style furniture, 2 bedrooms + salons + big terrace + 
independent utilities (CH+W+E) + telephone + solar system. 
Location: On the border of Sweifyeh & Abdoun. 

For more details: Pis cell teL no. 817960 or 827537 


APARTMENT WANTED FOR RENT 

Fully furnished roof-top or ground floor with terrace 

and garden. 

Pis. cal! tel. 816280 between 2 and 9 p.m. 
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Observers say Romania elections flawed' 


iliescu wins landslide victory 


BUCHAREST (R) — International observers said 
Monday that Romania’s elections, which returned 
the ruling National Salvation Front (NSF) to power 
by huge majorities, were flawed but they bad not 
observed systematic electoral fraud. 


A 60-strong U.S. and British- 
led delegation said the front, a 
catch-all centre-left grouping 
winch assumed power amid chaos 
after last December’s bloody re- 
volution, had not established its 
democratic credentials through 
the elections. 

‘The process was flawed but 
the very fact that an election has 
taken place is itself a remarkable 
achievement which none of us 
would have believed possible a 
year ago," they said in a state- 
ment. 

Tbe observers were delivering 
their verdict on opposition 
charges that Sunday’s polls for a 
president and two-chamber par- 
liament were as fraudulent as 
those held under deposed dicta- 
tor Nicolae Ceausescu. 

According to early projections 
by a West German polling insti- 
tute, Romanians opted overwhel- 
mingly in their first free elections 
for more than SO years for the 
interim head of state, front leader 
Ion Iliescu, as president 

Ibescu, a 60-year-old onetime 
senior Communist Party official 
sidelined by Ceausescu for dis- 
sent. won a thumping 83 per cent 
majority in a contest with two 
other candidates, projections by 
the respected Infas Institute 
showed. 


Dec. 22 in Eastern Europe’s 
bloodiest revolution. 

A high proportion of the 16 
million voters — one official said 
98 per cent — cast their ballots in 
tbe region's third free poll this 
year in the aftermath of the ous- 
ter of Communist systems. 

The delegation said: “Our 
teams did note instances of irre- 
gularities, but we did not observe 
systematic electoral fraud. Iso- 
lated incidents of ballot box stuf- 
fing have been reported, as have 
incidents in which adequate 
physical control of tbe ballots was 
not maintained.” 

“The democratic credentials of 
the National Salvation Front have 
not been folly established by this 
election,” tbe delegation added. 

U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman, 
leader of the delegation, told a 
news conference It was difficult to 
say if the elections had been free 
and fair. 


U.S. ob se rv er s sent by President 
George Bush also concluded the 
election was properly conducted 
and free from serious fraud. 

‘The Romanians have taken a 
very giant step toward a democra- 
cy,” New Mexico Governor Gar- 
rey Carrnthers, tbe d e l e gation 
leader, told a news conference. 

“In our view it was a proper 
election... we were unable to 
discover anywhere in our 
observations obvious, systematic 
fraud in the electoral process.” 

Carrutbers said be had just 
come from discusskms with tbe 
two presidential candidates defe- 
ated by Ion Iliescu of the filling 
National Salvation Front 

“They don’t feel similarly — 
they have a number of allegations 
which I % think need to be 

addressed.” 

Defeated presidential candi- 
date Ion Ratiu of the National 
Peasants Party, standing nearby, 
told Renters: 

“It’s just eyewash. Throughout 
the election everything was done 
to ga g ns from getting our point 
of view across. He (Carrutbers) 
only saw in the window-dressing. 
He did not see behind the 
scenes.” 


He urged that parties should 
pursue their complaints in the 
courts or that an independent 
body should be act up to investi- 
gate them without delay to boost 
confidence in the cotmtry 1 * demo- 
cracy. 

Ratiu said he intended to go to 
court. “But if they (the front) 
control the government, if they 
control parliament, they will re- 
establish Communism.” 

The result showed that Roma- 
nians — in contrast to East Ger- 
mans and Hungarian, who ditch- 
ed r efo rmis t Communists and 
opted for ceatre-rigfat coalitions 
— had chosen a grouping 
branded Dco-Comn tnnia t by its 
opponents in voting the front into 
power. 

Opposition presidential candi- 
dates Rada Carapeana and Ion 
Ratiu announced moments after 


The front also took control of 
both houses of parliament with a 
two-thirds majority. 

' The first task of tbe new 387- 
seat assembly and 119-member 
':z eovti*- v 

.axi *o replace one under which 
Ceausescu ruled at tbe head of 
fr-e Communist Party for nearly 
" ’ '-t:?.' ?: • :-v r<! r ; 


“I think the important tone to 
stress is that it is a first step and 
that we have to view what hap- 
pened here yesterday in the con- 
text of what preceded it,” Lieber- 
man said. 

Former U.S. Senator Harrison 
Schmitt displayed a ballot paper 
already stamped in favour of the 
front when the voter received it. 

British parliamentarian Roy 
Hattersley, deputy leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, said the 
delegation would be much more 
critical if the next elections doe in 
Romania — after a two-year tran- 
sitive jerio.' :or the parliament 
and president elected Sunday — 
were held under the same condi- 
tions. 

• i w.vmsBtb’sr delegation of 


Carrutbers and his team, who 
have been in Romania for four 
days, were seen by Romanians as 
the key gro up among foreign 
observers monitoring the elec- 
tions. 

Carrnthers said there bad been 
flaws in the electoral process, and 
that the front might have made 
undue use of what he termed “the 
power of tiie incumbent.” 

He called for a free press and 
said he would recommend to 
Bush that the United States 
should encourage establishment 
of radio and television stations 
free of governme n t oontroL 
“There will always be allega- 
tions of fraud in any free ejec- 
tions," he said. “We cannot... 
ignore those allegations.” 


polling stations dosed Sunday 
night that they considered the 
elections a sham. 

“I find tire results monstrousl y 
e xagg e rate d and they remind me 
of the returns in Ceansescu’s 
time,” said Carapeana, who won 
11 per cent according to the 
predictions. 

Ratiu said some ballot papers 
had already been stamped with a 
party's or candidate's name when 
voters received them, and identi- 
ty cards of dead people had bees 
used to allow fraudulent voting. 

Ratio, a millionaire who re- 
turned from exile in Britain to 
run for the presidency, won six 
per cent of the vote, a c cordin g to 
the computer predictions. 

Iliescu said in a statement he 
was convinced that the foreign 
observers, some 430 of whom 
were scattered around Romania 
for Sunday's vote, would see “tbe 
virtues of Sunday's truly free 
elections.” 

Initial unofficial comment from 
observers was mixed. British 
Conservative Parliamentarian 
Edwin Carrie sad she saw no 
evidence of fraud. 


Kashmir chief priest killed; 14 
die in clash with Indian forces 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Secur- 
ity forces opened fire on mour- 
ners bearing the slain body of the 
Muslim chief priest of the Kash- 
mir Valley through Srinagar 
Monday, killing 14 people, wit- 
nesses and hospital sources said. 

Hospital sources said the dead 
included three women and a 
child. 

Muslim leader Moulvi Moham- 
mad Farooq was shot dead at his 
office Monday by “unidentified 
militants,” said a spokesman for 
the government of Jammu and 
Kashmir, India's only Mustim- 
majority state. 

Farooq’s brother, Ali Jan, told 
Reuters at least three gunmen 
burst into the priest's office 
attached to his home in a Srinagar 
suburb and fired repeatedly at 
him. 

“They did not appear to me to 
be Kashmiris,” Ali Jan said in a 
telephone interview. 

The killing of Farooq, a fiery 
preacher whose Friday sermons 
at Srinagar's main mosque were 
trenchantly anti-Indian, promp- 
ted the immediate imposition of a 
curfew. • 

But thousands of people defied 
it to flock to the hospital where 
Farooq died of at least six gun- 
shot wounds despite the efforts of 
surgeons to save him. 

Farooq's press secretary, 
Mohammad Yaqub, said the 
priest's last words were: “All 
organisations should unite and 
fight for independence.” 

After Yaqub relayed the mes- 
sage from the hospital steps, tbe 
crowd started chanting “we want 
independence,” then rushed in to 


get Farooq's body and set off in 
procession for the priest’s politic- 
al headquarters in the old dty. 

Witnesses said the deaths 
occurred when security forces 
opened fire on people trying to 
break through their cordons. 
They said the bodies were taken 
to mosques. 

Srinagar was already tense after 
militants ordered shops dosed 
and told people to stay at home to 
coincide with talks in Delhi be- 
tween a high-level American de- 
legation and Indian leaders on 
Kashmir. 

More than 300 people have 
been killed since the secessionist 
campaign burst into violence in 
mid-January and generated ten- 
sion that led to fears of a fourth 
war between India and Pakistan. 
Two of the previous wars were 
over Kashmir. 

India accuses Pakistan, which 
controls one-third of the Hima- 
layan region, of arming and train- 
ing tbe militants. Delhi has said it 
would do whatever necessary to 
halt the flow of newly-trained 
militants into the valley if Islama- 
bad did not. 

U.S. Deputy National Security 
Adviser Robert Gates, after talks 
in Islamabad, met Indian leaders 
in an attempt to cool tempers. 

About 30 groups are fighting 
Indian rule. Some want a 
reunited and independent Kash- 
mir, others to join Pakistan. 

Farooq, in addition to his reli- 
gious role, was also the leader of 
a political group called the Awa- 
mi Action Committee and wrote 
at least twice to United Nations 
Secretary General Javier Perez 


de Cuellar asking him to inter- 
vene in Kashmir. 

The letters accused Indian 
forces . of “atrocities.” • '.•-!■:> 

He was not particularly popu- 
lar among the militants in the 
early stages of the insurrection. 
“He had to be persuaded to 
speak up and told the Iixfians be 
was forced to say what he said,” 
one militant source said in Delhi. 

Indian officials and Western 
diplomats said it was unlikely 
Gates would shift Delhi from its 
tough line on the issue. 

“The message Mr. Gates will 
get is that he should be talking to 
Islamabad. That’s where the 
problem lies," said one senior 
Indian official. 


“X don’t think the Americans 
themselves expect to get very far 
in Delhi. The whole idea of the 
mission is to convince the Pakis- 
tanis to be very careful,” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

India has asked Bangladesh to 
refuse a visa to the leader of 
Kashmir’s main militan t group, 
who may try to enter B anglades h 
from the Netherlands, a Bang- 
ladesh Foreign Ministry official 
retd Monday. 


India said Amanullah Khan, 
chairman of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front, was 
wanted in India in connection 
with several murder cases. 

The from is spearheading a 
revolt in Jammu and Kashmir. 

“India hopes that yon will not 
permit this man to enter Bang- 
ladesh,” the Indian gove rn ment 
said in a letter to the Bangladesh 
I Foreign Ministry last Thursday. 


Gorbachev-Bush summit causing 
jitters among security officials 


WASHINGTON (R) — The visit 
of Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev next week, taking a Soviet 
leader into Middle America for 
tbe first time in 30 years, will be a- 
security nightmare because of tiie 
number of stops. 

It is also cansing jitters among 
planners because there & still no 
firm schedule or itinerary. 

Dubbed “a tale of three dties” 
because of visits by Gorbachev 
and wife Raisa to Washington, 
Minneapolis and San Francisco, 
the tour starts on May 30 and 
ends on June 4. 

Tt doesn't help not to have the 
schedule,” said secret service 
spokesman Rich Adams. 

Soviet embassy offficial 
George Sbcbekochikhin agreed: 
“It’s hectic. We don't have final 

arrangements.” 

The. biggest potential for 
embarrassment is from demon- 
strators backing independence 
for the Soviet Baltic Republics. 

Arms control experts and trade 


officials are also working around 
the clock to wrap up agreements 
for U.S. President George Bush 
and Gorbachev to sign so they 
can hail the summit as more than 
just a routine “full and frank 
exchange of views.” 

The main aims are a strategic 
arms reduction (START) agree- 
ment to reduce nuclear weapons 
arsenals, and pacts on cutting 
chemical weapons and conven- 
tional forces in Europe. 

Trade negotiators want most 
favoured nation status for Mos- 
cow allowing Soviet goods into 
the U.S. at low tariffs and making 
the U.S. market competitive with 
Europe and Japan. 

‘Other trade agreements at 
stake indude a new five-year 
grain accord and a shipping pact 
to share cargo. 

Tbe grain pact would ensure 
Moscow buys- at least 10 million 
tonnes of grain and oilseeds 
worth billions of dollars to Amer- 
ican farmers for five years start- 


ing next year. 

A new climate in trade would 
also allow Moscow to import the 
U.S. technology it needs to bols- 
ter a sagging economy. 

But the success of tiie summit 
could be decided by the events 
thousands of miles away in the 
Baltic Republics. 

“Sure, there’s a cloud over tiie 
summit because of Lithuania, ” 
Bush’s National Security Advisor 
iBrem Scowcroft said bluntly this 
weekend. 

As many as 10,000 Americans 
with roots in Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia are organising for 
protests. 

Darius Suziedelis of the 
Lithuanian- American Committee 
said demonstrators are coming by 
bus and plane from all over the 
United States and Canada. 

However “gorbymania” still 
roles in the home of capitalism 
and the 59-year-old Soviet presi- 
dent can expect more cheers than 
boos on his third summit visit. 


Flotilla 
demonstrates 
off Cuba 


KEY WEST, Florida (R) — 
Heavy seas and a Cuban patrol 
boat on the hprizo^tocftmiipfaef 
the wind out of, the-.-nfls.iPf. an 
imti-Castro flotilla of Cuban- 
Americans who staged a sc 
borne protest demonstration off 
Havana Sunday. 

The sailors, some, of them 
veterans of the U.S.-hacked Bay 
of Pigs invasion in 1961 against 
Fidel Castro’s government, re- 
turned safely after a 
protest during winch they threw a 
wreath into the water to honour 
Cubans who died in the unpre- 
dictable strai t s fleeing the Com- 
munist leader's rule. 

“Castro knows we are on hs 
back, de man di n g the freedom of 
Cuba,” said Joe Ganido, a sailor 
in the flotilla. 

Orgamsera of the trip scram 
the 90-mile stretch Of the Florida 
Straits between Key West and 
Havana and refused Saturday to 
accept a U.S. Coast Guard re- 
commendation they bold their 
demonstration 30 mfles off the 
Cuban coast. 

They insisted they would stop a 
male outside the 12-nde hunt. 

However, as the flotilla, dfrni- 
msbed from the 60 vessels that set 
sail to just 28 became of daunting 
waves of two to three metres, 
drew to within 30 to 40 kilometres 
off Cuba, a Cuban patrol boat 
could be seen on the horizon by a 
Reuter c or respondent on board a 
boat 

According to Mumti’s Ctabau- 
. American Mayor Xavier Suarez, 
who was in the flotilla, tbe protest 
leaders made an “internal deci- 
sion” not to proceed. Suarez said 
the flotilla leaden exchanged 
“tense" radio messages with the 
Cuban vessel. 

A U.S. Coast Guard spokes- 
man said: “A Cuban patrol boat 
was spotted cm the horizon but 
did not make any threatening 
moves of any kind.” 

In Cuba, the state-controlled 
media made no mention erf the 
flotilla and anthor&ea w ere tight- 
lipped about possible security 
measures to protect Cuban ter- 
ritorial waters. 

Low clouds obscured the hori- 
zon around Havana and it would 
have been impossible to right the 
armada from land. 

The flotilla that set sail con- 
sisted of only 60 ro so of the more 
than 100 vessels hoped for by 
organisefs. Skippers of some 
small boats decided not to risk 
the trip and others, in boats as 
small as five metres, bung on for 
half the five-hour voyage before 

t nynwig jiprif. 

Not all the flotilla skippers 
were happy with the decision to 
quit short of tbe orig in al goaL 

“No wonder Castro runs 
Cuba,” said Felix Montero, cap- 
tain of the fishing vessel Ocean 
Runner. ^Tbcsc people have no 
courage.- 


Lithuanians 


get along on 
ingenuity, .« 
common 


sense 


VILNIUS, USSR (AP) — After 
the Kremlin embargoed ship- 
ment of ofl and gte secession- 
ist Lithuania, factory Director 
Joan Sividti had to lay off 60 
worker*. 

“Then we found a way to 
change our energy supply front 
gas to elecriricty and we took (the 
workers) bade,” Sivfcki said, sit- 
ting behind the- wide desk in bis 
paneled office at the Zhalgris 
Machine-Tool Plant. 

H5s com mon-sens e response to 
the Soviet bl ockade k typical in 
this Baltic republic,- which de- 
clared independence March 11. 

Residents of the capital and its 
suburbs, interviewed last week, 
said they had plenty of food but 
were running oat of jgsofinc. 

An estimated 12,000 people 
are unemployed because of the 
energy shortage. Vytantes Land- 
sbexgb, president of Lithuania, 
has said more factories will dose 


soon. 

The city did not meet its pay- 
day for teacher* last week, sand a 
teacher who would identify her- 
self only os Natasha. - ' 

Vytautas Morkunaa, waiting in 
line to buy laundry detiagtntwith 
ration coupons, said: “Of course 
it was easier before, but I support 
ind epe ndence.” 

Other rationed goods include 
gasoline, flour, macaroni and 


Motorists have tried crossing 
into the neighbouring republic of 
Byelorussia to buy gasoline, but 
police stationed at the pumps 
forbid sales to can with Lithua- 
nian license plates, except those 
driven by Soviet mflitary officers. 

Many Russian residents of 
TJthnmia are angry, 

“People aren't baying my 
tomatoes,” said Olga Avyorka, a 
Russian who has a sidewalk 
stand. “I’m not for independ- 
ence. 

Overall, however, reaction to 
the embargo has been not to 
panic, but rather to learn to cope. 

A talk with Svkki, the factory 
manager, suggests why Moscow 
finds little support m this nation 
of 3.6 minion people, winch the 
Soviet Umob aftnexed in 1940 
dong wrth ne5ghb6uriiig Latvia 
fend Estonia. ' 

On paper, Sivicki should be 
one of the people Soviet officials 
hoped wtiukl oppose independ- 


ence. He it an ethnic Pole, a 
member of a 7 per cent minority 
m Lithuania that the Kremlin 
says will suffer if the republic 
secedes. 

Although Sivicki thinks 
Lithuania has moved too fast, he 
supports independence and wants 
only to make sure Lithuanians do 
not form an exclusive national 
elite. 

About 80 per cent of tire 
population is ethnic Lithuanian, a 
higher ratio of native population 


titan in the two other Baltic re- 
publics. In Latvia, the figure is 51 
per cent and in Estonia about 67 
per cent. 

The Zhalgris factory, one of 
Lithuania's largest, has 1,300 em- 
ployees. About 30 per coot are 
ethnic Poles, 30 per cent Byelor- 
ussian, 25 per cent Russian and' 
15 per cent Lithuanian. 

Sivicki belongs to the Lithua- 
nian Co m m un ist Party faction 
loyal to Moscow, but the believes 
m private ownership and dunks 
the Soviet-owned factory should 
be leased, and eventually sold, to 
its empl oyee s . 

“Under private ownership, we 
would produce more,” he said. 

Many people interviewed said 
they were fed up with Soviet rule.: 
Vilnius, where many buikfmgs 
date from tbe 16th and 17th 
centuries, has tiie gritty, run- 
down, appointed look of many 
chics in Eastern Europe. 

“Things have always been 
bad,” add Rofamdas Cepubs, a 
butcher. “Of course I support 
independence. How can you even 
ask? WeVe fived Uke this for 50 
yean. How can it get any 
worse?” 

But fads state-owned shop has 
meat. Summer is ap proac hin g 
and stores are full of food, more 
varied and plentiful than in Mos- 
cow and many other Russian 
rides. 

Vendors crowd the farmer's 
market. Many travel from the 
southern republics of Azerbaijan 
and Georgia with oranges, toma- 
toes and other produce. 

The strains are showing, 
however, and some residents axe 
taki ng unpaid vacations. 

Birate Cbeknoicne, a h ear t 
surgeon, stopped work early in 
May because her hospital ran out 
of oxygen filters, which are 
purchased abroad. 

Soviet officials can try to 
strangle the Lithuanian economy, 
and have sent soldier* to occupy 
some dty bnfldtag*, but Lffima- 
nians fed they already have seen ' 
tbe worn erf what the KranUn can 
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Scientists start analysing 


Hubble’s first pictures 


WASHINGTON (R) Elated 
a d ca ti it a are oaiyring the first 
transmissions from the orbiting 
Hobble space telescope, which 
prottacc d pictures twice as sharp 
as expected and the best views 
ever of a double star 1,260 fight 
years away. 

. The' 15 biffioa Hobble — the 
biggest and most accurate space 
observatory ever launched — 
beamed its first pictures to Earth 
Sunday, to a- burst of applause 
from National Aeronautics and 
Space A d ministra tion (NASA) 
officials. 

- “I don't' get excited easily, but 
Fm ecstatic,” project sefentist 
Albert Boggeas told re p orters at 
tbe Goddard Space Flight Centre 
in Greenbcit, Maryland. 

“We had been anticipating im- 
ages that were larger and perttaps 
a little fuzzier.” 

The clarity of the first pictures 
was a pleasant surprise to scien- 
tists, paiticukriy m view of com- 
munications and control prob- 
lems that have plagued Hobble. 

Since its release from the space 
shuttle Discovery on April 25, 
NASA had to work to, correct a 
wiggle in the telescope and strag- 
to adjust its fee g™***"™» 
sensor and star tracker system. 

Ihe 43-foot (13-metre), 12-1/2 
tonne telescope probed - a star 
chuter in the southern constella- 
tion, Carina, or the leap's to d .. 

That was a bonWfor NXSA. 


Sunday’s so-called “first light” 
transmission of one-second and 
30-second exposures had been 
planned simply as.a test of Hub- 
ble's focusing ability. 

The pictures sent bade enabled 
scientists to detect dearly the 
double star that had failed to 
draw up In images from a 100- 
inch (250cm) telescope at the Las 
Campanas Observatory in Chile. 

Scientists had already' known 
about the double star but said the 
Hubble made it modi easier to 
tfiscem. 

“Already we’ve been able to 
learn something that we couldn’t 
easily tell from tire ground,” said 
James Westphal, developer of 
one of the instruments on the 
telescope. 

Westphal said he was “tickled 
{rink” by the results. 

NASA . officials said the pic- 
tures, which were 1 processed 
through a computer to filter out 
imparities, will be analysed over 
(he next few days. 

They expect Hubble’s focusing 
abilities to be at least seven times 
sharper after farther refinem en t. 
Within three to four months it 
should begin to provide informa- 
tion about the unexplored regions 
of deep s^iace that lie beyond the 
range of Earth-based telescopes. 

Astronomers say it may be able 
eventually * to shed light on 
whether nnseen p&nets exist with 
the right conditions for life. 


Japan denies Fujimori’s 
remarks on aid pledge 


TOKYO (R) — Japan denied 
Monday it had pledged financial 
aid to Pern if Alberto Fujimori, 
the son of Japanese immigrants, 
became tbe country's next presi- 
dent. 

“We have no knowledge of any 
such promise,” a Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said of reports that 
Japan had promised substantial 
aid. 

Fujimosv who made an unex- 
pectedly strong showing in first 
round voting last month, pre- 
dicted Sunday he would win the 
run-off poll on June 10 by a 
landslide and that international 
aid would then pour in. 

Fujimori said in an interview 
that U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, himself a 

EH?” 1 ’ ***- 

non from a pool of donor na- 
tions” and the inter-American 
development bank another $200 
mflfiou. 

“Japan has also p ro mis ed us a 
substantial amount and » has the 


European Economic Community 
bat I don't have the figures,” be 
added. 

“(Fujimori’s remarks) sound 
like wishful thinking," the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

Fujimori, who made an unex- 
pectedly strong showing in Peru's 
election first round, predicted 
Sunday be will win next month’s 
nm-off by a landslide. 

“On the boas of a gambler's 
bunch, rd say we have 65 per 


cent of votes in the provinces 
against 25 per cent (for centre 
right candidate Mario Vargas 
Llosa},” Fujimori told Renter* in 
an in te rview on a stand hitched to 
his tractor. 

Fujimori, a former uni v er si t y 
reeftnv fares Vargas Llosa — 
Peru’s most famous writer — in a 
Jane 10 run-off 

The two carufidates’ styles dif- 
fer widely — Vargas Llosa uses 
U.S. public relations experts 
while Fujimori campaigns from 
the bad; of his tractor, which has 
become his trademark. 

Fujimori said opinion polls 
■how him leading Vargas Llosa 
by 44 per cent to 35 per cent in 
Lima, where about 40 per cent of 
Peru’s 10 millio n voters live. He 
said Ins support in the Andean 
Highlands "has grown 
tremendously.” 

He spoke a day after disclosing 
the first outline of his economic 
plans, with, which be intends to 
slash runaway inflation from the 
ament annual rate of 3,000 per 
cent to 100 per rent in his first 
year in office. 

Kissing babies and throwing 
flowers to the crowds of slum 
dwellers, Fujimori, with his wife 
Susana Haghashi by his side, said 
his government will put compu- 
ters in every school. 

“We most give children the 
same right to tarn with flu latest 
educational technology” he told 
dieering crowds in a shun outside 
of Lima. 


Bomb explodes in Bogota 
after campaign closes 


BOGOTA (R) — A car bomb 
exploded in a Bogota suburb in- 
juring seven people, hours after 
campaigning closed for ■ Col- 
ombia’s May 27 presidential ejec- 
tions. 

Police said a jeep co nt a ining 40 
kilogrammes of explosive blew up 
in a resi d e nti al area of northwest- 
ern Bogota. 

A police spokesman said three 
people were hurt but a spokes- 
man for a nearby dime told local 
radio seven people had bees tre- 
ated there for slight injuries. The 
Mart badly damaged surrounding 
houses and destroyed several 
cars, witnesses said. 

Nobody claimed responsibility. 
Police accuse drag barons,- wag- 
ing a nine-month-old war on tbe 
state, of planting at tart seven 
r bombs which have killed 
more than 60 people in die last 
two months.' 

Local residents said no politi- 
cians fived in tbe area and they 
could not ■ understand why tbe 
bomb bad been planted there. 

Colombian radio quoted* au- 
thorities «» saying the bombers 
had abandoned the car after 
being unable to get dose to their 
intended target, a nearby shop- 
ig ce nt re. 

The bo mb esqptoded after ar 
tense official end to campaigning 
in Bogota, where tanks and 
tra c kload* of soldiers guarded 
candidates whose fives are en- 
dangered by drag baron-backed 


Cesar Gaviria, the ruling 
Liberal Party candidate and, 
strong favourite to win, was 
flanked by a dozen bodyguards 
with guns bulging beadrat their 
jackets when he appeared at an 
indoor stadium in Bogota. 

Security was also tight at dos- 
ing rallies by Gaviria's main riv- 


als, Rodrigo Lloreda of the Social 
Conservative Party and Alvaro 
Gomez, leading a breakaway 
conservative group. 

Police blamed the drug barons 
for the assassination of three 
presidential candidates in the past 
nine months. Gaviria, an out- 
* spoken opponent of the drug 
traffickers, has received many 
death threats. 

Another candidate &t hi^h risk 
leftist leader Antonio Navarro, 
told Reuters he had not left his 
house sure tbe funeral of Carlos 
Pizarro, his predecessor as candi- 
date, shot aboard an airiiner 
in April. 

Gaviria said tbe election cam- 
paign had been perhaps the most 
difficult the Liberal Party had 
■ever faced. 

“Never has violence knocked 
at the door of each Colombian 
home as it does now, never have 
we lost our best young leaders as 
now,” he told a crowd of around 
6,000 people. 

Gaviria could hardly be seen as 
he stood at least 10 metres from 
the nearest spectator. He was 
wearing a red anorak, which 
aides said c on cealed a bullet- 
proof vert 

Hundreds of heavily-armed 
police and soldiers guarded the 
stadiu m and four fight tanks and 
truckloads erf sokfiezs patrolled 
streets. People entermg the sta- 
dium were searched. 

Tbe elections win decide the 
f u t ur e of Pres i d en t Vn -giTm Bar- 
co’s crackdown which provoked 
the drag war. Some politicians 
say democracy itself is at stake. 

Gunmen wounded two pedes- 
trians when they sprayed the 
Medellin Police Headquarters 
with automatic weapon fire Sun- 
dty ia : another attack apparently 
onfered by drug trafficker* based 
in the city. 
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Princess Anne 
to visit Moscow 
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LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth's daughter, Anne known 
as the Princess Royal, wiD travel 
to the Soviet Union this week for 
the first official visit by a member 
of the British royal famflyrihee 
tbe 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. 
The princess, a distant relative erf 
imperial Russia’s last tsar, Nicho- 
las II, leaves Britain Wednesday 
and is expected to meet Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
Thursday at the start of a 13-day 
trip. She wi 11 also address stu- 
dents at Moscow’s State Universi- 
ty, speak to religions leaders and 
attend a performance of the Bol- 
shoi Ballet. The queen, whose 
grandfather, George V, .was a 
cousin of Tsar Nichota$, accepted 
an invitation to visit 'Mdsoow. 
made by Gorbachev when they 
met in London last year. The 
invitation was seen as. a move, 
aimed at healing a rift in Anglo- 
Soviet relations since the kafing 
of the Tsar and his family at 
Ekaterinburg shortly after the 
Bolshevik Revolution. 
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Pope beatifies 
Italian laymaiv 
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VATICAN CITY (AP) — JPIer 
Giorgio Frassati, a young Italian 
who helped the urban poor ear- 
lier this century, was beatffied 
Sunday by Pope John Pan! II, 
who praised him as a model for 
lay Catholics. Beatification is the 
lsrt major step before sainthood; 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 
About 50,000 people attended 
the ceremony in St. Peter’s 
Square. Frassati, who died in 
1925, worked with tiie poor in 
Turin as tiie northern Italian- cily 
grew more industrial after tiie 
tom of the century. 
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Round-the-world 
yachtsman rescued 
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LONDON (R) — A round-the- 
world yachtsman was rescued by 
helicopter more than 500 miles 
off Britain’s southwest coast Sun- 
day after showing signs of reject- 
ing a kidney transplant, organis- 
ers said. Andrew Dibsdall, a 
competitpr in 'the .Whitbread 
round the world yacht race, was 
suffering from bade injuries as 
well as apparent kidney problems 
following a transplant four years 
ago. He was winched aboard a 
Royal Air Force Sea King heli- 
copter which was to take hhn to a 
hospital in Cork, southern Ire- 
land after stopping to refuel on a 
naval auxiliary ship in tbe Atlan- 
tic. DibsdaU’s yacht Liverpool 
Enterprise is one erf 22 competing 
in the final leg of the race. The 
first yachts are expected to cross 
the finishing line at-the southern 
port of Southampton Tuesday. 
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Giant African frogs 
out-jumped by 
American cousins - 
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ANGELS CAMP, California (R) 

— Giant African frogs whose 
very presence sent spasms of fear 
and loathing through California 
fell far short of their ordinary 
American cousins when pot to 
the test Sunday in tbe world's 
premiere frog-jumping event. 
Not only did the African amphi- 
bians not win the 62nd annonl 
Calaveras County Jump ing Frog 
Jubilee, . they didn't- even- come 
dose. In the final round of- the 
contest, two of the giants, 
brought here by exotic minal 
importer Andy Koffman, man- 
ag«l jumps of only sevens feet 

4- w inches (2.25 nieBtE) sp& 
seven feet 10 inches (239 metres) 

— far short of the winning leap of 
19 feet three inches (5.87 . 
metres). That jump by “help Mir. 
Wizard,” entered by Greg : Jssk 
chek of COncord, California, it- 
self was considerably short of the 
four-year-okl record of 21 feet 

5- % inches (6.55 metres); , 

French concierges 
boo film director^ 
at Cannes festival- 
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CANNES, France (R) —French 
concierges, the formidable care- 
takers of apartment blocks, Ihvb 
massed outside the. Cannes. Kim 
Festival palace to boo raovie 
directors they blame ' for ' their 

unflattering image. .As tlw start 

gathe red^ on t he palace steps fora 
gala performance, i fw; concierges 
cer emoniously ; broke, three 
brooms to show their anger with a/ 
Stereotyped view . that they speak! 
all day leaning slovenly Wffoenr 
brooms gossiping, -“Qmdteiges 
are always depicted in a comic 
way in the films, wiftihefr stbek- . 
ings rolled down and cigarette . 
hanging out of their mouths,” 
said trade, union delegate Hehry 
A®®®- “We work lly-.hbtttsra 
week, bat we’re only paid for 
said OiarKne; : a' cfcSderge ■ 
. m Cannes. * ‘Goncierges have a . 
bad image, and^we^hhd 
enough.” 
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